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P

rison Action News is a newsletter collaboratively published by prisoner support
groups for prisoners worldwide to report on their struggles and acts of resistance
from behind bars. All submissions must be RECEIVED by January 1st or July 1st
and be in compliance with the guidelines below. Please note that we retain the right as
editors to alter submissions for grammatical and content-related issues. Prison Action News is
one part of the multi-faceted Prison Abolition movement. We believe that the writing in Prison
Action News is as important as poetry or political essays, but is often less represented.

History:
The idea for Prison Action News came out of the 2007 Anarchist Black Cross (ABC) Network gathering. We wanted to create a venue for prisoners to share updates of their activities, similar to the updates we wrote in the network newsletter. As people on the outside, we
can facilitate this dialog of prison resistance, and help our comrades stay informed about the
inspiring actions others are taking. We accept submissions from prisoners and prison groups
worldwide, and bilingual writing. With your help this newsletter will be a success- if you
know of resistance taking place that is not represented here, please send us a submission, and
spread the word!

Please send ALL SUBMISSIONS, SUBSCRIPTION REQUESTS
and ADDRESS CHANGES to:
Prison Action News PO Box 832 Watertown, MA 02472
prisonactionnews@riseup.net
Guidelines
1. A submission must not exceed 500 words.
2. We will not accept submissions with racist, sexist, homophobic, or otherwise oppressive
language.
3. An update may be a report on resistance activities of individual prisoners or prison groups
(this can include, but is not limited to, radical book groups, hunger strike, general strike, letter
writing campaigns, etc.).
4. A report should not be a political essay or a report on prison conditions, rather, the response
and resistance to these conditions.
5. PAN accepts entries of artwork and illustrations.
6. One submission per group, per prison, per newsletter.
7. We will not report on gang activity.
8. We accept bilingual entries (when one language is English), as well as Spanish entries!
9. Entries may be submitted for publication by prison groups and organizations, or individuals,
and may be submitted for publication with the name and contact information of the writer, or
anonymously, to protect their identity.
PLEASE MAIL US YOUR ART FOR FUTURE ISSUES!!!

“All is for all! If the man and the woman bear their fair share of work, they have
a right to their fair share of all that is produced by all, and that share is enough to
secure them well-being. No more of such vague formulas as “The Right to work,”
or “To each the whole result of his labour.” What we proclaim is “The Right to
Well-Being: Well-Being for All!” Peter Kropotkin - The Conquest of Bread (1907)
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New Prison Groups and Programs
Toon Tribe

I

February 2014

’m 22 years of age. I’ve been down in the belly of the beast for 4 1/2 years now.
As a young man being treated like dogshit, I’ve come to treasure the men and
women that stand before me, behind me, and beside me. Unity is our greatest
tool. Solidarity is the wrench we throw in the gears of this evil oppressor. I have a
lot to complain about, like being in Alaska in a cement igloo and I can see my breath.
%XWWRGD\,·PWKDQNIXOEHFDXVH,UHDG IRUWKHÀUVWWLPH WKH3$1QHZVOHWWHUDQGWKH
beautiful people in that letter have expressed my deepest beliefs: unity and a love for
DEHWWHUOLIH3$1ZDVJLYHQWRPHE\DJX\LQWKHKROH,KDWHGWKDW62%+HZDV
WKDWDQJU\ROGPDQWKDWKROOHUVWRWKHKHDYHQVLI\RXVD\WKHZURQJWKLQJ SXUSRVHO\ 
which I did cause I’m still a “punk kid.” During one of our raging screaming matches, I stopped, and started being extra respectful on a whim, because my role model
WROGPH´ZHDVDJURXSµVKRXOGWU\ 32$ 3ROLWHQHVV2SHQQHVVDQG$XWRFUDF\
So I’ve been destroying my remaining enemy completely and making friends along
the way, and through it all we’ve started an activists’ group: Toon Tribe. We are not
considered a threat group or gang. We are pushing for a better way of life and we
VWULYHWRFKDQJHRXUVWDUV3$1LVYHU\SURYRFDWLYHDQGWKHWKLQJV,UHDGWRGD\DUH
encouraging. To the people standing together like us, I salute and support you all.
We’re from a different walk of life, but we are men and women, we are human, and
we are not alone! Stand tall together!
With love and respect,
Koby Blake – Toon Tribe
#529622
Lemon Creek
Correctional Center
2000 Lemon Creek Rd.
Juneau, AK 99801

Prison Groups Updates
F.T.S.: Something is Happening in Texas!
May 2014

R

evolutionary Greetings, Comrades! Something is happening in Texas! A
fresh election, a pivotal grievance petition, and a God-given wakeup call, are
MXVWWKUHHWRQDPH)76KDVEHHQRQWKHJULQG2XUPHPEHUVKDYHVXFFHVVfully assisted in lawsuits against the state, grievances that have successfully appealed
vital cases that are bogus, and we are now pulling the very foundations themselves.
Assisting in our effort by getting your family to vote for Wendy Davis is crucial! Ask
your aunt, uncle, brother, mother, whomever. Greg Abbott has pledged to do away
with the Texas parole system and adopt a system similar to Florida’s, which believes
LQLQPDWHVGRLQJDOORIWKHLUWLPH%HLQJDZDUHLVWUXO\EHLQJDOLYH2Q1RYHPEHU
4th, 2013, there was a riot here on the RB Unit. Most of the people in the section
and on the wing went down in it, including innocent bystanders, but there were some
ZKRVXUYLYHG$VVRRQDVWKHFDVHVZHUHVHUYHGSHRSOHDXWRPDWLFDOO\JDYHXS1R
faith in the system! Step 1/Step 2? Forget about it...but, strangely, people were ready
to try anything and put their best foot forward to try and appeal their cases.
'XHWRWKHHIIRUWVRIWKH´7H[DV*ULHYDQFH3HWLWLRQµDVWURQJHUIRXQGDWLRQKDVEHHQ
ODLGIRUDOORIXVLQPDWHV+XQWVYLOOH·V$GPLQLVWUDWLRQKDVEHHQXQGHUFRQVWDQWSUHVsure to enforce its guidelines thanks to our allied efforts. Right now in May 2014,
most of the cases concerning that riot have been appealed and over-turned! The
FDPHUDVWKDWVXSSRVHGO\FDXJKWHYHU\RQHÀJKWLQJGLGQ·WHYHQZRUN7KHRQHVWKDW
did work only could make out a few people, from what I hear. It’s amazing how the
system tries to rail-road people, eh? I helped write many grievances during this time,
LW·VQRWPDJLFLW·VDSSOLFDWLRQ0,03ULVRQV WHOOVRIRXUPDQ\VWUXJJOHVDQGYLFWRULHVLQWKHZDUIRURXUFRPPRQJRDOZKLFKLVWR'(5$,/7+(6<67(07KH\DOVR
provide litigation that will aid and assist you in your present struggles. The struggle
is real! The tide is changing quickly, and our comrades far and wide are uniting!
Every individual is needed because individuality cannot be replaced. F.T.S. and our
FRPUDGHVQHHGZKDW\RXEULQJWRWKHWDEOH2XUSURJUHVVDQGYLFWRULHVDUHPRXQWing civilians...become one of the few and yet, one of the mighty generation! Join the
struggle! Dedication. Determination. Discipline. F.T.S.!!!
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In the struggle,
-Ark
:ULWH0,0'LVWULEXWRUV32%R[6DQ)UDQFLVFR&$DQGUHTXHVWDFRS\RI
the “Texa$ Grievance Guide” and “Appealing the $100 medical co-pay in Texa$.” These
JXLGHVDUHIUHHDQGZULWWHQE\´5XHµZKRLVDPHPEHURIWKH1DWLRQDO/DZ\HUV*XLOGDQG
FXUUHQWO\VLWVRQWKHVWHHULQJFRPPLWWHHIRUWKH1/*´0DVV,QFDUFHUDWLRQ&RPPLWWHHµ
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Pelican Bay Short Corridor Human Rights
Movement
February 2014

W

e are prisoners at Pelican Bay State Prison who have all lived for over
15 years locked 23 hours a day in small windowless cells, without ever
being able to hug or touch our families, without ever seeing birds, trees,
or the outside world, with no programs or chance for parole. California keeps us
in these torturous conditions not because of any violence we have committed, but
EHFDXVHLWEHOLHYHVZHDUHDI¿OLDWHGZLWKDJDQJRIWHQEDVHGRQDUWZRUNRUSKRWRV
we possess, tattoos we have, literature we read, who we talk to, or anonymous informants’ statements that we have no way of challenging. We are put in Pelican Bay
QRWIRUDQ\VSHFL¿FWHUPRIPRQWKVRU\HDUVIRUPLVFRQGXFWZHKDYHFRPPLWWHGEXW
LQGH¿QLWHO\ZKLFKLQSUDFWLFHPHDQVIRUHYHUXQOHVVZHEHFRPHLQIRUPDQWV
Last summer we went on hunger strike - we were willing to starve ourselves to death
rather than continue to endure these dehumanizing conditions forever. We ended the
strike because several compassionate legislators promised to call the hearings that
are taking place today. Yet today the legislators will hear from psychologists, law\HUVRWKHUH[SHUWVFRUUHFWLRQVRI¿FLDOVEXWQRWIURPXVZKRKDYHWKHPRVWH[SHULHQFHZLWKWKHFRQGLWLRQVZHIDFHEHFDXVH&DOLIRUQLD &'&5 SULVRQRI¿FLDOVUHIXVH
to let us testify, even remotely via video or audio which they could easily do.
So this is our banned testimony: CDCR claims to have now instituted a reform program. It is a sham, just like the so called reform they instituted a decade ago after
a court settlement which resulted in no real change. This new reform effort still
maintains the basic conditions at Pelican Bay, and will continue to keep prisoners
LQLVRODWLRQIRUYDJXHJDQJDI¿OLDWLRQEDVHGRQDUWZRUNOLWHUDWXUHFRPPXQLFDWLRQV
or informants’ testimony that does not meet California’s judicial standards for reliability in criminal trials. California is still unwilling to move to a real behavior based
system where prisoners are given determinate terms in solitary after due process
hearings at which they are found guilty of some serious misconduct such as assault,
murder, rape or drug dealing. Instead, these new policies widen the net of prisoners
ZKRFDQEHODEHOHGDVJDQJDI¿OLDWHVDQGLVRODWHGEDVHGRQWKDWODEHO7KHVHXQMXVW
and ineffective policies are very expensive and have already cost our state millions
of tax dollars which could be put to better use.

or dehumanization.
:HKDYHZULWWHQSHWLWLRQVDQGOHWWHUVWRWKH*RYHUQRU¿OHGDFODVVDFWLRQ)HGHUDO
lawsuit, and gone on hunger strikes seeking real reform, not the bogus reform CaliIRUQLDQRI¿FLDOVQRZSURSRVH,W¶VWLPHIRU&DOLIRUQLDWRGRWKHULJKWWKLQJ,W¶VWLPH
for the legislature to enact meaningful reforms.
Todd Ashker, C58191, D4-121
Arturo Castellanos, C17275, D1-121
Sitawa Nantambu Jamaa (Dewberry), C35671, D1-117
Antonio Guillen, P81948, D2-106
4 Reps: for the Pelican Bay Short Corridor Human Rights Movement, Crescent City,
California

United Panther Movement, Red Fist Alliance
June 2014

T

KLVLVDIROORZXSWRP\SLHFHRQWKH8QLWHG3DQWKHU0RYHPHQW5HG)LVW$OOLDQFH7KLVSLHFHLVRQOLWHUDWXUHVSHFLÀFDOO\ZKDWOLWHUDWXUH,KDYHDYDLODEOH
I have literature available on individual/group underground community-based
self defense/survival projects; struggle, with the objective being better coordination
of the second front, of the prisoner justice struggle, this in response to the ongoing
murder campaign the department of corrections has against peaceful prisoner protests. This is my blog: http://betweenthebars.org/blogs/1491. I’m allowed prisoner
to prisoner correspondence.
5REHUW7KURZHU
Centennial Correctional Facility
32%R[
Unit F-2-13
&DQRQ&LW\&2

Moreover, even those prisoners who need to be isolated from the general population
because of the violence they have committed while in prison ought to be treated humanely. There is no reason California can’t run very high security prisons that allow
prisoners held in segregation to have contact visits with family, phone calls to family
and friends, educational and rehabilitation programs, more out of cell time, cells with
windows, recreational yards that allow for small groups to recreate together and see
the outside world: in short, segregation from the general population, but not torture
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The Almighty Pen and Paper:
Grievances and Legal Work
Abuse/Mistreatment Regarding Handicapped
Prisoner Wayne Balance #177429
April 2014

M

r. Wayne Balance is a Vietnam veteran who honorably served his country
DQGZDVQHYHUSURSHUO\GLDJQRVHGIRUH[SRVXUHWR$JHQW2UDQJH376'
DQGRU7%, 7UDXPDWLF%UDLQ,QMXU\ DQGOLNHO\VKRXOGKDYHEHHQSURSHUO\
medically treated by the United States government rather than sent to prison, wareKRXVHGPLVWUHDWHGDQGÁDWRXWDEXVHGE\SULVRQHUVDQGVWDIIDOLNH
Medical researchers have discovered that even minor TBI’s, previously believed to
be inconsequential, can result in lasting disabilities. They also discovered that the
injuries caused by TBI’s are cumulative, in that a series of minor TBI’s can lead to
major impairment. The DCD even recognizes TBI in prisons and jails as “an important public health problem” and notes that TBI may result in memory problems and
LQDELOLW\WRIROORZGLUHFWLRQVLUULWDELOLW\RUDQJHUWKDWLVGLIÀFXOWWRFRQWUROVORZHG
verbal and physical responses, and impulsive behavior- all of which can cause problems in a correctional setting.
2Q$SULODWDSSUR[LPDWHO\DP0U%DODQFHZDVREVHUYHGEHLQJSXVKHG
EDFNWRKLVDVVLJQHGSULVRQKRXVLQJXQLW+HZDVZHWIURPGUL]]OHFROGVKDNLQJ
RXWRIFRQWURODQGFU\LQJ+HKDGMXVWFRPHIURPWU\LQJWRJHWKLVSDLQPHGLFDWLRQ
again for the third time that morning! Right at 10:00am Mr. Balance was able to
solicit someone to push him to the medical unit to pick up his medications. Upon
arrival to the medical unit, all prisoners were ordered to clear the immediate area due
to an administrative segregation prisoner being escorted to the medical unit. When
&RUUHFWLRQDO2IÀFHU0LOOHULQLWLDOO\RUGHUHGWKHSULVRQHUVWRPRYHDQGORFNHGWKH
JDWHHYHU\RQHVWD\HGLQWKDWDUHDDQGZDLWHG:KHQWKHJDWHZDVUHRSHQHG2IÀFHU
Miller immediately locked the gate again and everyone was told to vacate the area
completely, until further notice.
2QO\XQWLOWKLVVHFRQGWLPHWKHJDWHZDVORFNHGGLG0U%DODQFHLQVWUXFWWKHSHUVRQ
that was pushing him to proceed to his assigned prison cell so that he could use the
toilet. After using the toilet, he was told that he could not leave the housing until
10:20! At 10:20 he attempted to return to the medical unit to pick up his pain medication and was again told to return back to his assigned housing unit. At that point,
0U%DODQFHHQWHUHGWKHKRXVLQJXQLWDQGJRWWKHDWWHQWLRQRI&RUUHFWLRQDO2IÀFHU
Weist and explained to him that he had been trying to get his pain medication all
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PRUQLQJDQGDVNHGIRUDVVLVWDQFHLQJHWWLQJWKHUHEHIRUHDP2IÀFHU:HLVWWROG
Mr. Balance that he would receive a conduct violation for not making it to medical
RQWLPH  
$IWHUOXQFKKHSURFHHGHGWRÀQDOO\SLFNXSKLVSDLQPHGLFDWLRQ+HZDVWKHQWROGE\
1XUVH7LIIDQ\%UHHGHQWRQRWOHDYH\HW&RUUHFWLRQDO2IÀFHU-DVRQ6XOOLYDQWROG0U
Balance to return at 1:20pm to receive a misconduct violation. At 1:20pm I pushed
0U %DODQFH WR WKH PHGLFDO XQLW DQG DORQJ WKH ZD\ VWRSSHG &RUUHFWLRQDO 2IÀFHU
0LOOHUWRH[SODLQWKHVLWXDWLRQ2IÀFHU0LOOHUDFWXDOO\GLGWKHULJKWWKLQJE\HVFRUWLQJ
0U%DODQFHWRWKHPHGLFDOXQLWDQGLQIRUPLQJ2IÀFHU6XOOLYDQWKDW0U%DODQFHGLG
attempt to honor his medical pass and, due to no fault of his own, was not allowed.
2IÀFHU6XOOLYDQGHFLGHGWRGLVUHJDUG2IÀFHU0LOOHU
This pattern of false misconduct violations and retaliatory abuse is an ongoing documented sequence of events and I cannot continue to go along in order to get along. I
understand that I am likely to be retaliated against for taking this stand in an attempt
to utilize every single resource available to me, to take a stand for those who literally
cannot stand for themselves.
Mr. Balance, and others that are wheelchair bound, is in a compromising situation
with the rest of the prison population, because all wheelchair pushers are volunteers
and volunteers have their own personal ulterior motives for volunteering their assistance. The handicapped prisoners in the Missouri Department of Correction and
+XPDQ5HVRXUFHVDUHDWWKHPHUF\RIRWKHUSULVRQHUVZKRPRUHRIWHQWKDQQRWÁDW
out extort, abuse, exploit and even molest handicapped prisoners for compensation.
,QRUGHUWRDYRLGEHLQJFRQVWDQWO\DEXVHG0U%DODQFHKDVUHSHDWHGO\ÀOHGD´5Hquest for Reasonable Accommodations” form, requesting to be transferred to the
geriatric unit, located within the Jefferson City Correctional Center, and has been
systematically denied “Reasonable Accommodations” where the Missouri Department of Corrections does pay prisoners to push and/or aid and assist prisoners who
are in dire need of help due to their disability.
,DPDVNLQJ\RXWRVXSSRUWWKLVFDXVHE\FRQWDFWLQJ*RYHUQRU-D\1L[RQDQG0'2&
Director George Lombardi. Encourage other groups and individuals to get involved
and stay involved until we get the job done.
Thank you for your time in this matter.
James Shelby #41244
4B-125
South Central Correctional Center
:+LJKZD\
/LFNLQJ02
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Bridgeton, NJ

March 2014

A

bout four months ago, I had a 1:00pm appointment to see the State Eye
'RFWRU+HNHSWWRXFKLQJP\ULJKWVKRXOGHUH[SUHVVLQJLQKLVRZQZRUGV
WKDWKH´OLNHG,QPDWH+DQQµLQDSURVSHFWLYHPDQQHU7KHQWKHGRFWRUDOVR
TXHVWLRQHG ,QPDWH +DQQ ´RQ ZKR , FRXOG WUXVW"µ FDOOHG ,QPDWH +DQQ ZHLUG DQG
insinuated that I was a liar!!

stance. I wrote to the court here in Colorado and received the proper paperwork to
ÀOHDFLYLOVXLWDQGQRZQHHGOHJDOUHSUHVHQWDWLRQWRKHOSPHÀOHFRUUHFWO\
<RXUVLQVWUXJJOHIRUOLEHUDWLRQDQGMXVWLFH
In solidarity,

,WULHGWRJHWWKHSURRIRILQPDWH+DQQ·VH\HH[DPLQDWLRQ%XWLWVHHPHGOLNHWKDWZDV
not the case! I immediately wrote about the incident on a remedy form. Still, to this
day, I have not received an answer on what precautions were taken.

DRAMA King
Jeremy Valerio #40648-050
863)ORUHQFH+LJK 608
32%R[
)ORUHQFH&2

6R,ZURWHWZROHWWHUVH[SODLQLQJWKLVVLWXDWLRQWRWKH6WDWH2PEXGVPDQDQG$WWRUQH\
General Assistant Cindy Ford. Both agencies responded that my letter needed to be
addressed to the Special Investigation Division, and I still received no answer.

Petersburg, VA

,UHFHQWO\VHQWDQRWKHUOHWWHUWRWKH$GPLQLVWUDWLYH2IÀFHVRI7UHQWRQ1HZ-HUVH\
I still have no response yet. I also wrote a brief letter to to Cumberland County
FDVHPDQDJHPHQWRIÀFHVUHTXHVWLQJDQ0:DUUDQWVR,FRXOGSUHVVVWUHHWFKDUJHV
against the State eye doctor for sexual harassment.

T

Thank you for your assistance and help.
Sincerely yours,
'DUUHOO+DQQ
6RXWKZRRGV6WDWH3ULVRQ
215 S. Burlington Road
%ULGJHWRQ1-

Florence, CO

G

his is Michael Silvera, my nom de guerre is Comrade Marid AKA Mikhail
AKA phr33booter AKA Infomerc. This is a public announcement noting
various productions I and my comrades are working on.

)LUVW RI DOO , DP VORZO\ LQWURGXFLQJ P\ RZQ SHUVRQDO ZRUNV  3OHDVH EH SDWLHQW
Being in prison I face many problems, such as lack of computer/internet, censorship, and lack of funds. Check with Comrade Rayson at South Chicago ABC for
updates.
I am a left libertarian agorist, satanist, technologist insurgent and polyamorous bisexual sybarite, among other things. I am about halfway done with a lengthy sentence for threatening Bush Jr. and KKKlinton with anthrax and million dollar level
FUHGLWFDUGVFDPV,DPRI6HSKDUGLF5XVVLDQ-HZLVK,EHULDQ-XGHR0RRULVK1DWLYH
&DQDGLDQOLQHDJHDQG,·PSURXGO\DQ(1)3$VSLH,ZLOOEHSURPRWLQJWKHIROORZLQJ
philosophies. This list is not exhaustive:

December 2013

reetings comrades!
I am sending you this report on my present situation with the mail room staff
KHUHDW863)ORUHQFHZKRKDYHWDNHQLWXSRQWKHPVHOYHVWRYLRODWHP\VW
$PHQGPHQWULJKWVE\UHIXVLQJPH3$1LVVXH,DPLQWKHVHFRQGVWDJHRIÀOLQJ
DQ$GPLQLVWUDWLYH5HPHG\,LQWHQGWRÀOHD&LYLO$FWLRQVXLWRQWKLVPDWWHUDVZHOO
as others besides this one. Any help in this would be greatly appreciated. I do plan
to go all the way with this with no intentions of settlement out of court. I wrote to the
$&/8DQGQHYHUUHFHLYHGDUHVSRQVHIURPWKHP7KLVLVP\ÀUVWWLPHWDNLQJVXFKD
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May 2014

Technologist Insurgent: A libertarian/anarchist doctrine that is pro-tech, noting technology is merely a tool, and can be used for liberation (e.g. cryptocurrencies, open
VRXUFHPRYHPHQW DVZHOODVVLJQLÀFDQWO\LQFUHDVLQJOLYLQJVWDQGDUGRIHYHU\RQH
Technologist Insurgence also educates against pseudoscience from the state(e.g. reOLJLRQUDFLVP 5LJKW:LQJDVZHOODVWHFKQRSKRELDDQGSVHXGRVFLHQFHLQWKHUDGLFDO
DQGPRGHUDWHOHIW HJ´7KH%HDXWLIXO3HRSOHµP\WKDQGDQWLQXFOHDUPRYHPHQW 
$OVR DGYRFDWHV $QDUFKR7UDQVKXPDQLVP DQG 7HFKQRJDLDQLVP +HGRQLVWLF 3UD[LV
Doctrine that the highest achievements are pleasure and knowledge.
Red Agorism: Synthesis of anti-authoritarian social anarchism (non statist libertarian
VRFLDOLVP DQGPDUNHWDQDUFKLVP
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Suicidalism: An anarchist/libertarian philosophy that self-termination is a basic right
held by all sentients (self-aware, intelligent Terron/Exo biological/organics, mechanLFDOVHOHFWURQLFVSRVLWURQLFVDQ\UHVXOWDQWK\EULG V $OOVHOIWHUPLQDWLRQUHTXHVWV
VKRXOGEHIXOÀOOHGZLWKDVVLVWDQFHDQGVXSHUYLVLRQIURPDFFUHGLWHGPHGLFDOSURIHVsionals.
3V\FKHGHOLF 6DWDQLVP $ OLIHVW\OHFXOWXUDO PHPH LQ ZKLFK WKH UHEHORSSRVLWLRQDO
DUFKHW\SHVDUHLGHDOL]HGLGHQWLÀHGZLWKDQGXWLOL]HGDVV\PEROLFUHSUHVHQWDWLYHRI
associated values/attributes with an Egoist Individualist framework of gothic pantheism.
My work can now be found in “The Libertarian Connection.” I will start publishing
LQ&RQWDFW(UZLQ66WUDXVV+LOO6W/1HZDUN1-IRUEDFN
LVVXHSULFLQJ3OHDVHPHQWLRQ,UHIHUUHG\RX,·GDOVRUHFRPPHQGDFWLYLVWDQDUFKLVWV
reading this to submit your own works for publication as it remains one of the few
remaining print-edition forums for exchange and exposure to debate on controversial
WRSLFV,·GOLNHWRVHHVRPH1HZ$IULNDQDXWKRUVSKLORVRSKHUVDVZHOODVKDFNHUVDQG
sexual dissidents expose their warcraft.
I am also working on Dark Desyre Zine, a zine for GBTLQ Satanists, Luciferians.
$OVR,DPDIRXQGHURI/XFLIHU/LEHULDQRUJDQL]DWLRQIRU/HIW+DQGSDWKDGKHUHQWV
who are also anarchist/left libertarian.
3OHDVHFRQWDFWPHDW
0LFKDHO-DFRE6LOYHUD
Federal Correctional Complex
32%R[
3HWHUVEXUJ9$

On battles for health against Wexford Health
Sources and the PA DOC
April 2014

Wexford’s documented misdeeds from 2003 to the present, covering eleven states,
which prove Wexford’s actions are corporate culture.
)RUPDOJULHYDQFHVZHUHÀOHGDWHDFKLQFLGHQWRIPLVGHHGVE\:H[IRUGFRQWUROOHGPHGLFDOVWDIIWKHVHLQFLGHQWVLQFOXGHGWRWDOGHQLDORIDFFHVVWRKHDOWKFDUHIRUÀYHGD\VLQ
DURZRQPXOWLSOHRFFDVLRQVGHQLDORI(SLOHSV\PHGLFDWLRQVIRUÀYHRUPRUHGD\VLQ
a row on several occasions, and deliberate indifference and refusal of treatment after
emergency transport by guards to the prison hospital, among other serious misdeeds.
*ULHYDQFHVH[SRVHGWKDWWKH'2&KDVFKRVHQWRSURWHFW:H[IRUGUDWKHUWKDQSURWHFW
prisoners from Wexford’s misdeeds. At every level of appeal, this tacit complicity
became more evident, as documentation and proofs were more deliberately ignored.
*ULHYDQFHVDERXWJULHYDQFHVKDGWREHÀOHGWRIRUFHWKH:DUGHQWRUHVSRQGWRSUHYLRXV
JULHYDQFHVDVKHGHOLEHUDWHO\DWWHPSWHGWRGHUDLO'XH3URFHVVULJKWV,IQRWKLQJHOVHWKHVH
failed attempts at justice via the Grievance process will make excellent Court exhibits.
Again, “Requests to Staff” forms were then sent to the Secretary of Corrections, his
'HSXW\6HFUHWDU\WKH'2&·V%+&62IÀFHRI3URIHVVLRQDO5HVSRQVLELOLW\*UDWHUIRUG·V:DUGHQKLV'HSXW\6XSHULQWHQGHQWWKH&+&$DQGWZR0HGLFDO'LUHFWRUV
outlining these ongoing problems with Wexford. Most of these remain ignored.
,FRQWDFWHGWKH3$,QVWLWXWLRQDO/DZ3URMHFWWKH3$3ULVRQ6RFLHW\DQG'LVDELOLW\
5LJKWV1HWZRUNEHLQJFDUHIXOWRH[SODLQWKDWWKHSHUVRQLQQHHGZDVVHYHUHO\GHvelopmentally delayed/disabled, with his limitations clearly spelled out, as well as
WKHVHULRXVSUREOHPVZLWK:H[IRUG7KH3,/3VWLOOUHIXVHGWRKHOSWKH3$3ULVRQ
Society, after several letters, has still not bothered to respond to pleas for help. We
had the same non-response to letters sent to the American Friends Service CommitWHH7KH'LVDELOLW\5LJKWV1HWZRUNUHIHUUHGXVWRWKH3,/3
$UWLFOHVRQKHDOWKLVVXHVZHUHVXEPLWWHGWR*UDWHUIULHQGVDQRUJDQRIWKH3$3ULVRQ
6RFLHW\7REHWWHUVXLWWKH'2&KHDY\HGLWLQJUHPRYHVQHJDWLYHFRPPHQWVDERXW
'2&VWDIIHUVRUWKH3,/3VXJJHVWLRQVWRVXH:H[IRUGHPSOR\HHVRU'2&VWDIIDUH
H[FLVHG:LWK PDVVLYH GRFXPHQWDWLRQ IRU H[KLELWV RXU WKUXVW QRZ LV WR ÀQG OHJDO
UHSUHVHQWDWLRQIRUWKLVSULVRQHUDVWKH'2&DVZHOODV:H[IRUGZLOOGRDQ\WKLQJWR
stop public exposure of their actions, both also greatly fear money damages almost
as much.

T

Anyone out there with questions, advice, or help of any kind, please feel free to
contact me.
In Respect and Solidarity,

&RPSODLQWVZHUHÀOHGZLWKWKH2IÀFHRI3URIHVVLRQDO&RPSOLDQFHRQGRFWRUVDQG
QXUVHVZKRKDGGHQLHGQHHGHGKHDOWKFDUH&LYLO5LJKWVFRPSODLQWVZHUHÀOHGZLWK
WKH'HSWRI-XVWLFHRQHRQDGRFWRUWKHRWKHURQ:H[IRUG+HDOWK6RXUFHVDQGWKHLU
SDUHQWFRPSDQ\7KH%DQWU\*URXS7KH3ULVRQ/DZ2IÀFHDW6DQ4XHQWLQVKDUHG

9HUQRQ0DXOVE\$<
*UDWHUIRUG3ULVRQ
Box 244
*UDWHUIRUG3$

his concerns efforts to assist a developmentally delayed/disabled prisoner being refused health care, as his health fails. “Requests to staff” were sent to every staffer who is supposed to oversee health care. Most were never answered.
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Rethinking Illinois’ Truth-In-Sentencing Law
May 2014

W

HDUHDOODZDUHRIWKHGLUHÀVFDOVWDWHLQZKLFK,OOLQRLVÀQGVLWVHOI2QH
of the main causes of this has been years of passing laws without any
FRQVLGHUDWLRQRIWKHÀQDQFLDOFRVWVRIWKHLUHQDFWPHQW2QHRIWKHPRVW
HJUHJLRXVH[DPSOHVRIWKLVLV7UXWK,Q6HQWHQFLQJ 7,6 ODZ7UXWK,Q6HQWHQFLQJ
in Illinois requires that nearly all violent offenders serve 85% to 100% of their senWHQFHV3ULRUWR7,6EHLQJHQDFWHGKHUHLQRIIHQGHUVVHUYHGRQDYHUDJH
of their sentences. Although TIS was enacted over a decade and a half ago, not a
VLQJOHFRVWEHQHÀWDQDO\VLVKDVEHHQXQGHUWDNHQWRGHWHUPLQHZKDWPRQHWDU\HIIHFW
enactment has had on the state.

Isn’t it time we had a discussion about what constitutes a considerable amount of
money to spend to punish someone? Studies have shown that inmates who have
served 25 years in prison and are 50 or older have less than a 1% recidivism rate.
Keeping elderly people incarcerated well past the point where they cease to pose a
threat to society may sate our appetite for revenge, but it does nothing to keep society
safe. It actually does the opposite by taking away funds that could have been used to
HPSOR\SROLFHRIÀFHUVDQGWHDFKHUVÀ[GDQJHURXVEULGJHVDQGURDGVDQGUHKDELOLWDWH
the 90% of prisoners who will return to the streets. It is time to use some “common
cents” in our criminal justice policies.
Joseph Dole K84446
Stateville Correctional Center
32%R[
Joliet, IL 60434

2WKHUVWDWHVWKDWHQDFWHG7,6OHJLVODWLRQDGMXVWHGIRULWE\UHGXFLQJVHQWHQFHVVRWKH
average imposed sentence was about half of what it was before enactment. That way
a prisoner ended up serving the same amount of time in prison and it didn’t cost the
state additional money. Illinois, on the other hand, failed to adjust.
A couple of years ago I compiled a preliminary report (available at www.realcostofSULVRQVRUJ XVLQJUXGLPHQWDU\FDOFXODWLRQVDQGWKHOLPLWHGVWDWLVWLFVDYDLODEOHIURP
the Illinois Department of Corrections. I found that the additional costs incurred by
WKH6WDWHIRUVHQWHQFHVLPSRVHGXQGHU7,6IRUDORQHZLOOEHRYHU
million. My estimates were extremely conservative, reached using a $25,000 per
\HDUSHUSHUVRQFRVWRILQFDUFHUDWLRQÀJXUHZKLFKLVQHDUO\WRRORZ7KH
number also failed to account for the increased expense required to care for prisoners
when they become elderly and require medical care.
3ULRUWR7,6SDVVDJHLQ,OOLQRLVLIDSHUVRQUHFHLYHGD\HDUVHQWHQFHIRUPXUGHU
at age 18, he or she would have had to serve, on average, 44% of that sentence, or
22 years. Thus, they would have been released at age 40, and it would have cost the
State $841,896 to carry out that sentence. After passage of TIS, that same sentence
means that the offender must now serve the entire 50 years and won’t be released
XQWLOWKH\DUH7KHUHIRUHWKHÀUVW\HDUVZLOOFRVWWKH6WDWHDQGWKH
last 18 years, when he or she is elderly, will cost the State an additional $1,242,000.
Thus, TIS nearly tripled the cost to taxpayers, adding $1,624,680 to the tab for this
one sentence. Each year over 300 people in Illinois are sentenced for murder. Thousands more are sentenced for other violent crimes.
All of these TIS sentences add up to the state incurring well over a quarter of a billion
dollars per year in added liabilities. Every year that TIS remains law without action
to adjust, reform it, or repeal it, we add another quarter billion dollars to the state’s
credit card that we’ll all be paying for years to come.
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Charleston, MO

March 2014

M

y family and friends have power and money and are working with my enemies to silence me, sabotage me, and stonewall me. I was told that they
are paying off people and organizations not to help me. They are starting
WRÀQGRXWWKDWQRWHYHU\RQHFDQEHSDLGRII7KHRUJDQL]DWLRQVWKDWDUHEHLQJSDLG
off now have more money to help others, so that’s a good thing.
I am receiving a lot of positive responses to the letters I send. I also receive a lot of
LQIRUPDWLRQIURPJRYHUQPHQWDJHQFLHVUHOLJLRXVRUJDQL]DWLRQVDQGQRQSURÀWRUJDnizations. I use that information to teach prisoners.
,DPZRUNLQJRQDSURMHFWZLWK+5'&&RQWDFWWKHPDW/DQFH7:HEHU$WWRUQH\
DW/DZ/LWLJDWLRQ3URMHFW'LUHFWRU+XPDQ5LJKWV'HIHQVH&HQWHU32%R[
/DNH:RUWK)/)D[HPDLO/ZHEHU#KXPDQrightsdefensecenter.org. They have a monthly magazine that reviews and analyzes
prisoner rights rulings, and news about prison issues. For subscription info contact
them at the address above.
.LP &RUGLQJO\ 3K' /HDG &RQVXOWDQW6HOI(PSOR\PHQW 1HWZRUN:HVW9LUJLQLD
8QLYHUVLW\LVQRZKHOSLQJPHVWDUWP\QRQSURÀWRUJDQL]DWLRQ7KH\
know of a lot of resources to help people with disabilities like myself with workSODFHDFFRPPRGDWLRQVDQGDVVLVWDQFHZLWKVHOIHPSOR\PHQWQRQSURÀWDQGVPDOO
EXVLQHVVGHYHORSPHQWRSWLRQV1RZ,RQO\VHQGOHWWHUVEXWLQWLPH,ZDQWWRVWDUW
programs, publish books.
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,DPQRZXVLQJWKH$&/81DWLRQDO3ULVRQ3URMHFW'LUHFWRU\(GLWLRQ²3XEOLFDWLRQVVHFWLRQDVDPDLOLQJOLVW,QWKHSDVW,XVHG3DUWQHUVKLSIRU6DIHW\DQG-XVWLFH
3ULVRQHU6XSSRUW'LUHFWRU\1DWLRQDO+,5(1HWZRUN5HVRXUFH/LVW1DWLRQDO/HJDO
Aid and Defender Association Resource List and the resource list from Just DetenWLRQ,QWHUQDWLRQDO3ULVRQHUVFDQFRQWDFWWKHPDW&\QWKLD7RWWHQ$WWRUQH\DW/DZ
Just Detention International, 3325 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 340, Los Angeles, CA
90010; www.justdetention.org; 213-384-1400; Fax 213-384-1411.
I work 12-14 hours a day, six days a week. In time I will receive grants and donations from the public to continue my work. I encourage all you readers to stay strong
and never stop what you are doing to help yourselves, and others. We will change
the system in time. I tell everyone that unity is the key. Without unity little or nothing will change!!!
1HYHUDJDLQ
5REHUW67DEDFN
6RXWKHDVW&RUUHFWLRQDO&WU&
(DVW3HGUR6LPPRQV'U
&KDUOHVWRQ02

VFUDWFK,WKHQÀOHGDFODVVDFWLRQFLYLOVXLWLQ-RQHV&R'LVWULFW&RXUWLQ6HSWHPEHU
2013, case #023110. To date it still has not been served. I had an outside source call
the district clerk to inquire why it has not been served and the response was that “I”
had not asked for service. That is a bold lie! After the name of each defendant in
the suit, “SERVICE REQUESTED” is typed in bold all capital letters. Judge Brooks
+DJJOHUKDVDQRSHQKDWUHGIRUDOOSULVRQHUVDQGJRHVRXWRIKLVZD\WRFRYHUIRU
7'&-6WDIIJXLOW\RIFULPHV,DPVWLOOSXUVXLQJWKHODZVXLW,DPFXUUHQWO\À[LQJ
to submit a writ of Mandamus, attempting to push the suit. As the famous words
of Winston Churchill state, “If you want to see the scum of society, go to your local
prison at shift change.”
Respectfully submitted,
John McCollor #1452312
Robertson Unit
)0
$ELOHQH7;

8I\EW 'SYVXW %PPS[MRK 8('. 3J½GMEPW XS FI
“Above” the Law
February 2014

2

n 3-24-13 I was physically assaulted by Sgt. Ryan T. Slaypack while I was at
my job assignment. I submitted a step 1 grievance which was immediately
´VWROHQµE\6JW·V3DUNHUDQG%XUOHVRQZKRFDOOHGPHRXWDQGWKUHDWHQHGWR
lock me up, etc., basically trying to scare me into keeping quiet about the assault.
7KHJULHYDQFHZDVWKHQUHWXUQHGWRJULHYDQFHRIÀFHDQGWXUQHGRYHUWR8QLW2,*
who made an investigation of the matter including interviewing the two inmate witnesses to the assault and myself passing a polygraph which Slaypack and all witQHVVLQJRIÀFHUVUHIXVHGWRWDNH$OVRVHYHUDORWKHURIIHQGHUVKDGEHHQDVVDXOWHGE\
6OD\SDFNDQGWULHGWRUHSRUWLWWR&DSWDLQVDQG/WVDQGZHUHWROGWRJRDZD\2,*
DSSDUHQWO\FROOHFWHGHQRXJKHYLGHQFHWRWXUQP\FDVHRYHUWR6SHFLDO3URVHFXWRU$Oice Gregg for prosecution and Slaypack was terminated from T.D.C.J. employment.
For reasons still unknown to me Alice Gregg rejected the case against Slaypack. To
date Alice Gregg has never contacted me in any form, so to be honest, I don’t even
NQRZLI2,*DFWXDOO\WXUQHGLWRYHURUQRWSRVVLEO\EORZLQJVPRNHXSP\WDLOSLSH
just to pacify me. Slaypack then went through a mediation program and resumed
KLVMRE+HHYHQFDPHEDFNDVDUDQNLQJRIÀFHU 6JW LQVWHDGRIKDYLQJWRVWDUWIURP
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Direct Action/Non-Compliance
Kenedy, TX

May 2014

G

reetings Comrades in the struggle to end the injustices in the prison system.
It is time for us to rise above the sky and take back control of this prison
system. Let’s face it- prisons need us to run them; we have to cook the food,
we have to clean the dorms/wings, and we have to help with commissary. If everybody started laying down and refusing to work, this will stop the prison system from
making money, and there would be some changes in the system.
I write grievance complaints about this messed up administration. Right now I have
a civil rights complaint that is being investigated by the US Department of Justice. I
am on a hunger strike right now until these bogus and fabricated disciplinary cases
are dismissed from my record. I have been hunger striking for 12 days now. I will
get justice. The prison guards have been provoking me to violence and if they keep
on then I’m going to give them what they are looking for. If there is no justice in the
system then the guards and administration won’t have any peace.
To all my fellow inmates: don’t let the administration and these prison guards have
QRSHDFH*LYHWKHPDKDUGWLPHDOOWKHWLPHDQGPDNHWKHLUMREVGLIÀFXOWHYHU\
day.
In solidarity and struggle,
Anthony Washington #1458201
Connally Unit
899 FM 632
.HQHG\7;

Dining Hall Protest: Prisoners Challenge Food
Cutbacks at SCI Coal Township
June 2014

A

pproximately 500 prisoners at SCI Coal Township refused to go to the dining hall for seven consecutive days between Monday, June 16 and Sunday,
June 22 in protest of cutbacks to food portions at the prison. In a remarkable
GLVSOD\RIGLVFLSOLQHXQLW\VDFULÀFHDQGVROLGDULW\WKHPHQPDLQWDLQHGWKHER\FRWW
for a full week, sharing food items they had in their cells with one another.
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Support from family members and human rights defenders on the outside was loud
DQGZLGHVSUHDGDVZHOO7KH3HQQV\OYDQLD'HSDUWPHQWRI&RUUHFWLRQVDQG6&,&RDO
7RZQVKLSUHFHLYHGVRPDQ\FDOOVRQWKHÀUVWGD\RIWKHSURWHVWWKDWWKH\ZHUHFRPpelled to post a message on their website claiming that prisoners were being fed acFRUGLQJWRXQGHÀQHG´VWDQGDUGVµ7KHSUHVVXUHNHSWRQWKURXJKRXWWKHZHHNIRUFLQJ
SULVRQRIÀFLDOVWRVSHQGKRXUVRQWKHSKRQHOLVWHQLQJWRRXWUDJHGIDPLO\PHPEHUV
and others take them to task for making people go hungry in order to save money.
7KLVSURWHVWZDVWKHODUJHVWFROOHFWLYHDFWLRQE\SULVRQHUVLQWKH3$'2&LQUHFHQW
memory and has the potential to inspire and elevate human rights and abolitionist
organizing to a new level of commitment, power, and possibility.
Background and demands:
2Q0D\SULVRQHUVZHUHWROGWKDWWKHFXWEDFNVZHUHUHODWHGWREXGJHWFRQFHUQVDQG
WKDWWKHLUPRUQLQJPHDOSRUWLRQVZRXOGEHVHYHUHO\UHGXFHG3ULVRQHUVDUHQRZVHUYHG
half a cup of cream of wheat or oatmeal, two pieces of toast and two sugar packets
at the minimum three times per week. Rations such as syrup have been cut in half.
The budget cuts have not, however, had any effect on staff dining options. The administration has not made any cutbacks in portions provided to the Staff Dining
Room, where staff have multiple menu selections and food options, salad bars, and
multiple dessert entries that drain from the prison food budget.
Prisoners requested that:
1. The food portions and sugar rations be returned to levels prior to the May 26 memo
from Superintendent Mooney authorizing cutbacks to food portions and rations.
7KH6WDII'LQLQJ5RRP·VXQMXVWLÀHGDQGH[SDQVLYHHQWLWOHPHQWVEHHOLPLQDWHGDQG
staff be required to eat from the same Department of Corrections Master Menu, reFHLYLQJWKHVDPHPHQXDVSULVRQHUVZLWKWKHVDPHSRUWLRQVDQGUDWLRQV1RPXOWLSOH
menus, optional desserts, salad bars or other entitlements. Eliminating staff entitlePHQWV ZRXOG VDYH VXIÀFLHQW PRQH\ IURP WKH '2&·V IRRG EXGJHW DQG QRW UHTXLUH
cutbacks to prisoners’ food.
,IWKH'2&FRQWLQXHVWRDXWKRUL]HFXWEDFNVWRSULVRQHUV·QXWULWLRQDOQHHGVWKHQSULVRQHUVUHTXHVWWKDWWKH'2&DXWKRUL]HSROLF\DQGSURFHGXUHVDOORZLQJSULVRQHUVWRUHFHLYHPRQWKO\SRXQGIRRGSDFNDJHVIURPIDPLO\DQGIULHQGVDVSULVRQHUVLQ1HZ
-HUVH\1HZ<RUNDQG2KLRDUHDOORZHGWRUHFHLYH,IWKH'2&SODFHVWKHEXGJHWRYHU
our nutritional needs we request a means to provide for our own nutritional needs.
Food is a human right and the government must provide prisoners with adequate
amounts of nutritional food to maintain physical and mental health. At a time when
*RYHUQRU&RUEHWWDQGWKH'2&DUHVHHNLQJDUHFRUGDPRXQWRIPRQH\WRZDUHKRXVH
SHRSOHLQSULVRQV²PRUHWKDQELOOLRQ²WKHUHLVQRMXVWLÀFDWLRQIRUIRUFLQJSHRSOH
to go hungry.
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Greek prisons: Prisoners in struggle announce
mass hunger strike
June 2014

F

rom June 18th, 2014, prisoners in all Greek prisons have abstained from prison meals as a way of protesting against the fascist bill for type C prisons, and
in defense of the right to furlough and release on parole.

+RZHYHUWKHPLQLVWHURI-XVWLFHDQGWKHJRYHUQPHQWLQVLVWRQLJQRULQJRXUSURWHVW7KH\
have not responded in any way to our just demands, and provocatively aim to pass the
bill in summer sessions of the parliament, in their attempt to prevent people’s reaction.

We demand that the ministry of Justice deal with the real problems in prisons and immediately withdraw the fascist bill for the Greek Guantanamo of Domokos prison.
The minister of Justice is to be held responsible for every day of hunger strike and
every prisoner whose life is in danger.
:(7+(35,621(5621+81*(5675,.(:,//:,1
6758**/(²',*1,7<²62/,'$5,7<
3ULVRQ6WUXJJOH&RPPLWWHH

Against this bill which condemns us to remain prisoners for life without rights or
hope, we put our bodies and souls as a shield. This is the only thing we have left.
We start a mass hunger strike in all prisons across Greece. We claim our rights, and we
ÀJKWWRUHPDLQKXPDQVLQVWHDGRIKXPDQVKDGRZVORFNHGXSDQGIRUJRWWHQLQWRGHVSDLU
We demand:
  7KH ZLWKGUDZDO RI WKH IDVFLVW ELOO IRU W\SH & SULVRQV :H VD\ QR WR WKH *UHHN
Guantanamo, a prison within a prison, without furloughs, without visitations, without tomorrow…
 )XUORXJKDQGSDUROHVKRXOGEHDQXQGHQLDEOHULJKWRIDOOSULVRQHUV*UHHFHLVWKH
only country where the inmate undergoes trial and punishment every single day.
While the law dictates that anyone who has served 1/5 and 3/5 of his/her sentence can
be granted days of leave from prison and provisional release, respectively, prisoners
are obliged to pass again and again from the holy inquisition of prison prosecutors,
who deny the requests one after the other without any grounds or pending disciplinary action. This is how they create desperate prisoners and reproduce criminality.
 7RDSSO\HTXLW\EHIRUHWKHODZIRUDOO$OOSULVRQHUVVHQWHQFHGWROLIHLQSULVRQIRU
GUXJVDFFRUGLQJWRWKHROGODZ   EHFDXVHWKHSROLFHPDGHVXUHWKH\DUH
SRUWUD\HGDVDOOHJHGGUXJORUGVLQVWHDGRIDGGLFWHGXVHUV VKRXOGKDYHWKHULJKWWR
JHWDUHWULDOLQDFFRUGDQFHZLWKWKHQHZODZDQGLWVEHQHÀFLDU\SURYLVLRQVIRUGUXJ
XVHUV  
 7RDSSO\WKHULJKWRIFRQMXJDOYLVLWV,QSULVRQWKH\GHSULYH\RXRI\RXUIUHHGRP%XW
in Greek prisons they deprive you even of the smile of human communication and direct contact with your loved ones. Conjugal visits are permitted in prisons of all European countries; an inmate is being deprived of human communication only in Greece.
 7RHQGQRZWKHFRQWLQXRXVFDSWLYLW\RIWKRVHIDFLQJGHSRUWDWLRQ+XQGUHGVRILPprisoned migrants remain locked up due to bureaucracy of embassies, even though they
have served their full sentence. We demand the immediate release of these prisoners.
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Hunger Strikes in Corporate Immigrant Prisons
in the United States
March 2014
http://libcom.org/blog/hunger-strikes-corporate-immigrant-prisons-united-states10032014

+

HUHLVDQH[SHFWHGUHVXOWRIWKHFUXHOW\WKDWLVLPPLJUDQWGHWHQWLRQ+XQGUHGV
RXWRILPPLJUDQWVFXUUHQWO\EHLQJGHWDLQHGLQWKH1RUWKZHVW'HWHQtion Center in Tacoma began protesting on Friday. They began a hunger
strike against deportations as well as better conditions in the facility such as higher
wages, better food and better treatment.
2QWKHHYHQLQJRI)ULGD\WKHQXPEHURIWKRVHRQVWULNHUHDFKHGDFFRUGLQJWRWKH
,&( 86,PPLJUDWLRQ &XVWRPV(QIRUFHPHQW EXWVRPHRWKHURUJDQL]DWLRQVQRW
DIÀOLDWHGZLWKWKH86JRYHUQPHQWFODLPHGWKDWSULVRQHUVZHUHSURWHVWLQJLQ
reality. The number eventually dropped to 330 on Sunday, however protests inside
and outside of the detention center are continuing.
These demonstrations are a result of a horrifying situation in this facility that is very
VLPLODUWRRWKHUGHWHQWLRQFHQWHUVLQWKH8QLWHG6WDWHV,QWKLVVSHFLÀFFHQWHUSULVRQers are paid 1 USD per day, almost all of which goes to extremely high costs of goods
DWWKHFRPPLVVDU\ SULVRQV·HTXLYDOHQWWRDFRQYHQLHQFHVWRUH DQGKDUGO\UHFHLYH
DQ\PHGLFDOWUHDWPHQW0HDQZKLOHWKHIRUSURÀWRUJDQL]DWLRQWKDWUXQVWKHIDFLOLW\
*(2*URXSKDGDQHWLQFRPHRIPLOOLRQ86'LQDORQH
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7KH ,&( GHSRUWHG QHDUO\  WKRXVDQG LPPLJUDQWV IURP WKH 8QLWHG 6WDWHV LQ WKH
year 2013. While the Immigration & Customs Enforcement eagerly points out that
approximately sixty percent of these have criminal records, the other forty percent
presumably do not, and the majority of those who do have criminal records have
minor charges. In addition, more than one hundred thousand of those deported in
2013 were done so under speedy circumstances without any form of trial or legal
DGYRFDF\ 7KURXJKRXW WKH 2EDPD DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ XS WR WZR PLOOLRQ SHRSOH ZHUH
deported from the United States.
With these facts in mind, it is easy to see why prisoners are striking against deportations, better prison conditions and better pay within this facility. If those striking
UHDFKWKHQGKRXURIWKHLUGHPRQVWUDWLRQWKH\ZLOOXQGHUJRDPHGLFDOHYDOXDWLRQ
DFFRUGLQJWRWKH,&(ZKLFKZLOOSUREDEO\EHWKHÀUVWWLPHWKDWWKH\UHFHLYHDFRPprehensive medical checkup during their time in the detention facility. Unfortunately,
government agencies are trying to ensure that this story falls on deaf ears; the ICE
made a recent statement that some of the prisoners have records for violent crimes.

“Every time I go there it’s like they have already made up their minds before we even
start the session. It doesn’t matter what I say, I am there only for a few minutes before
WKH\VWDWHWKDW,DPÁLJKWULVNDQGWRFRPHEDFNLQGD\V,·YHEHHQLQIURQWRIWKHP
12 times and nothing is changing and I am tired of it.” — A.K., jailed at Central East
Correctional Centre in Lindsay.
“They pretend like I just came from the airport yesterday but I’ve been in this country for 23 years and that’s not right to treat someone like that. I don’t have a country
to go back to, and I grew up here and they’re holding me because I don’t have any
money to get out.” — S.M., jailed at Central East Correctional Centre.
This action is part of the ongoing #MigrantStrike that started in September 2013,
when 191 detainees began a non-cooperation protest. They went on hunger strike, 2
of them for over 60 days, boycotted their detention reviews, and refused to enter their
cells. In retaliation, immigration enforcement has deported some key strike organizHUVUHOHDVHGDIHZPRYHGRWKHUVLQWRSULVRQVDFURVV2QWDULRDQGORFNHGXSKXQJHU
VWULNHUVLQVHJUHJDWLRQ<HWVWULNHDFWLRQVDUHFRQWLQXLQJ

$OWKRXJKWKLVPD\VRXQGOLNHDJRRGMXVWLÀFDWLRQWRVRPHVRPHRIWKHSULVRQHUVEHing rapists and murderers doesn’t change the fact that the United States government
and private corporations have together damaged the livelihoods of millions of people
IRUWKHVDNHRIPRQHWDU\SURÀW3HUKDSVWKLVLVFDSLWDOLVPDQGWKHVWDWHDWWKHLUZRUVW
millions imprisoned for their right as humans to travel, and then turned over to forSURÀWRUJDQL]DWLRQVZKRVHVROHLQWHUHVWLVPD[LPL]LQJLQFRPH

Immigrants in Three Prisons Begin Coordinated
‘Detention Review’ Boycott
June 2014
http://endimmigrationdetention.com/2014/06/02/detentionreviewboycott/

J

XQH   2YHU  LPPLJUDQWV VWDUWHG D KLVWRULFDO PRQWKORQJ ER\FRWW RI
their detention reviews this morning, insisting the process is biased, unfair and
stacked against them. The boycott was coordinated between detainees caged in
WKUHHVHSDUDWHPD[LPXPVHFXULW\SULVRQVDFURVV2QWDULR²WKH&HQWUDO(DVW&RUUHFWLRQDO&HQWUHLQ/LQGVD\&HQWUDO1RUWK&RUUHFWLRQDO&HQWUHLQ3HQHWDQJXLVKHQHDQG
Toronto’s Metro West Detention Centre.
'HWHQWLRQ 5HYLHZV '5  DUH WKH SULPDU\ PHDQV WKURXJK ZKLFK ERUGHU DXWKRULWLHV
insist that the entire immigration system is fair. They are a unique bail-like process
WKDW WDNHV SODFHV  KRXUV  GD\V DQG WKHQ HYHU\  GD\V DIWHU DUUHVW 'HWDLQHHV
plead their case in front of an appointed ‘member’ who single-handedly decides on
their release or terms and conditions. By refusing to participate, detainees are courageously insisting that the very fabric of the immigration detention system is unjust.

Page 22

Incarcerated Workers Launch Nonviolent
Work Strike Against “New Jim Crow”
Across Alabama Prisons
April 2014
Peaceful Protest Demands Wages for Labor, End to Overcrowding and Inhumane Conditions,Transformation of American Justice System

B

IRMINGHAM, AL– Hidden from public view by barbed-wire fences and
windowless concrete walls, a movement is brewing in Alabama that could
change America. This Monday, hundreds of men incarcerated in St. Clair and
prisons across the state will stop work, adding economic muscle to their demands for
wages for their labor, an end to overcrowding and inhumane conditions, an end to
the “New Jim Crow” of mass incarceration of African-Americans, and the repurposing the prison system as a tool for genuine rehabilitation in a wounded world. The
demands of the peaceful strike action are outlined in detail in the Education, RehaELOLWDWLRQDQG5H(QWU\3UHSDUHGQHVV%LOO )5(('20%LOO ZKLFKZDVSUHVHQWHG
WRWKHVWDWHOHJLVODWXUHE\WKH)UHH$ODEDPD0RYHPHQWLQ-DQXDU\
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0HOYLQ5D\VSRNHVSHUVRQIRUWKH)UHH$ODEDPD0RYHPHQW )$0 VDLG³:KHQZH
look at our situations inside of the Alabama Department of Corrections, we have
no choice but to engage in this nonviolent and peaceful protest for civil and human
ULJKWV:HVOHHSZLWKUDWVDQGURDFKHV:HZRUNIRUIUHHDQGHDWVORSXQ¿WIRUKXPDQ
consumption. We serve decades in prison solely to provide free labor and without
any real prospect for parole, and without any recourse to the courts for justice or redress of grievances. Our mothers, wives, and daughters must expose their breasts and
panties just to visit us. This should not be acceptable to anyone. Prison is supposed
to be a place where people go to work out issues and return to society. But when
WKHUHLVQRIRFXVRQHGXFDWLRQRUUHKDEEXWVROHO\RQSUR¿WPDUJLQVKXPDQVXIIHUing is inevitable. ADOC is about free labor and the new slavery no one wants to talk
about. That is no longer going to work for the 30,000 of us who suffer because of it.”
The Alabama prison system is notoriously overcrowded. Built with a capacity of
16,000, the state’s penitentiaries currently imprison over 30,000 individuals, with
catastrophic results for health and well-being of the incarcerated. Over 10,000 of the
30,000 men and women imprisoned by the Alabama Department of Corrections are
forced into unpaid labor, in other words, slavery.
Unpaid labor includes cooking and cleaning, production of license plates, furniture,
chemicals, and linens, and farming. At minimum wage, the total value of this slave
labor is calculated at $600,000 per day, or $219 million per year. The slavery analogy is more than metaphorical: African-Americans comprise only 26% of Alabama’s
population, but make up more than 60% of the prison population due to reactionary
legislation and racist targeting of communities of color. Reports of beatings and systemic rape and sexual abuse of women inmates by guards at Tutwiler State Prison
have surfaced in the media over the last year.
The men and women caught in the jaws of this infernal machine have begun uniting across racial and religious lines in a movement for systemic change. In JanuDU\)$0VXFFHVVIXOO\RUJDQL]HGDWZRZHHNVWULNHLQYROYLQJRYHUPHQDQG
women at four facilities. The strike was so effective that guards were forced to take
over cleaning and cooking duties. On Monday, April 20th, the imprisoned workers
plan to do it again, this time with the backing of a labor union.
The workers are supported by the Industrial Workers of the World, a storied labor
union known for outside-the-box organizing strategies and for welcoming workers
into its ranks that other unions exclude. The IWW has come to the aid of imprisoned
workers before, bringing a petition for union recognition of a bargaining unit of four
hundred incarcerated workers to the State of Ohio in 1987.
“A worker is a worker, whether in prison or not, and a group of workers is a union,
whether recognized by the state or not. Incarcerated workers are some of the most
exploited in the United States. We are doing everything we can do to support them,
and call on all people of conscience in this country to join this movement to end
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WKH1HZ-LP&URZDQGDEROLVKWKHSULVRQLQGXVWULDOFRPSOH[´VD\V-LP)DXONQHUD
member of the IWW’s Incarcerated Workers Organizing Committee.
5HSUHVVLRQRIWKH)UHH$ODEDPD0RYHPHQWKDVDOUHDG\EHJXQ+ROPDQSULVRQZDUden Walter Meyers has told imprisoned workers that they can bring knives to work
with them, and that if they stab anyone trying to stop them from working, he will
make sure they won’t get locked up for long. Prison administrators at Holman and
Bibbs prisons have sought to sow division and stir up prejudices by spreading an
untrue rumor that the strike is being organized by Muslims, a calculated ploy to turn
Christians in the prison against the movement. They are also attempting to bribe the
workers out of striking with a free barbecue provided by a local religious leader.
So far, the incarcerated workers have maintained their unity and solidarity. In the
days, weeks, and months ahead, they will need all the support they can get.
Update as of April 26:
Melvin Ray was taken out of his cell and placed in solitary, without clothing or a bed,
in retaliation for struggling for the freedom of the thousands of incarcerated people
in Alabama and the 3 million people behind bars in the United States today. When
the oppressed begin to understand their power, begin to speak out and act together,
not as victims, but as a majority creating a new world that is theirs in the shell of the
old--this is when the powers that be react with violence.

Bellefonte, PA

January 2014

Greetings,
0\QDPHLV-RQDWKDQ/HH5LFKHV,KDYHDQLQWHUHVWLQJVWRU\OLQHWRVKDUH+RSHIXOO\
my message inspires others.
I would like to talk about lawsuits and hunger striking. First, hunger striking. I was
RQFHKRXVHGDWWKH)HGHUDO%XUHDXRI3ULVRQPD[LPXPVHFXULW\$G[LQ)ORUHQFH
&RORUDGR,ZDVSODFHGWKHUHXQGHU$GPLQLVWUDWHGHWHQWLRQGXHWRÀOLQJJULHYDQFHV
DQGODZVXLWVZLWKLQWKHV\VWHPZKHUHWKH%23UHWDOLDWHGDJDLQVWPHE\SODFLQJPH
in Maximum Security to silence me. Upon arrival to Adx I immediately went on a
KXQJHUVWULNH$WÀUVW,ZDVQRWWDNHQVHULRXVO\ PRVWLQPDWHVKXQJHUVWULNHIRUWKUHH
GD\VWKHQTXLW %23SROLF\LVDIWHUWKHQPHGLFDOVWDIIEHJLQVWRPRQLWRUWDNLQJ
\RXRXWRI\RXUFHOOWRZHLJK\RXDQGEORRGWHVW\RXGDLO\$WÀUVW,DOORZHGWKHP
to do this. For 21 days I did not eat. Then I refused blood testing/weigh ins. The
%23KDGQRFKRLFHEXWWRIRUFHIHHGPH%23SROLF\RQIRUFHIHHGLQJLW·VYLGHR
WDSHG\RXUFHOOH[WUDFWHGWKHFDSWDLQSV\FKVDQGPHGLFDOVWDIIDUHSUHVHQW<RX·UH
VWUDSSHGLQDFKDLU1*WXEHWKURXJK\RXUQRVHWKHQOHIWLQDFKDLUXSULJKWIRUWZR
hours, and then sent back to your cell. This causes the staff a lot of manpower and
headaches, and each force feeding takes hours, including paperwork for them. I
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VWRRGP\JURXQG%23SROLF\DIWHUGD\VRIQRQHDWLQJ\RXKDYHWREHVHQWWRD
Federal Medical Center for treatment. They sent me to FMC Lexington, placed me
LQWKH6+8WKHUHDQGFRQWLQXHGRQGDLO\IRUFHIHHGLQJV(YHQWXDOO\WKHZDUGHQDQG
FDSWDLQQHJRWLDWHGZLWKPHWROHWPHRXWRIWKH6+8DQGLQWRJHQHUDOSRSXODWLRQDW
FMC Lexington if I ate. I agreed to this and spent my remaining Fed time in a cushy
medical center. I got released from Federal prison April 2012 and posted my hunger
VWULNHGRFXPHQWVRQOLQH*RRJOH´-RQDWKDQ/HH5LFKHV+XQJHU6WULNHµ
6HFRQG,DPLQWKH*XLQQHVV%RRNRI:RUOG5HFRUGVIRUÀOLQJWKHPRVWODZVXLWV,
ÀOHGRYHUIHGHUDOODZVXLWVLQDÀYH\HDUVSDQZKLOHLQIHGHUDOSULVRQ,FDOOLW
´-XGLFLDO$QDUFK\µ,VXHGDQ\WKLQJDQGHYHU\RQHFHOHEULWLHVDWKOHWHVSROLWLFDOÀJures, not expecting to win, only to clog the system up. Each pro-se lawsuit takes up
to six hours of manpower to administer, docket, rule on it, and dismiss it. I became a
GDQJHUWRWKHPDFKLQHRIMXVWLFH7KH8QLWHG6WDWHVRI$PHULFDÀOHGDFLYLOSHUPDQHQW
LQMXQFWLRQDJDLQVWPHSUHYHQWLQJPHIURPÀOLQJDQ\FLYLOVXLWDQGKDEHDVFRUSXVLQ
DQ\FRXUWLQ$PHULFDDQGJLYLQJWKH%23DXWKRUL]DWLRQWRRSHQXSDOOP\VHDOHGOHJDO
mail and, if going to the courts, to throw it away. A total violation of my constitutional
right to access the courts. See: U.S. v. Riches case # 5:10-CV-322-KSF E.D. Kentucky.
The same Federal District judges that hear inmates’ civil suits are the same judges
WKDWVHQWHQFHQHZSHRSOHDQGÀOOWKHSULVRQV%\ÁRRGLQJWKHFRXUWVZLWKODZVXLWV
this delays new people from sentencing. Clog the courts! I once sued George W.
%XVKDQGOLVWHGSDJHVRIGHIHQGDQWVDORQJZLWK0U%XVKDQGLWWRRNWKH
clerk of court six hours to docket each defendant. Create templates of massive
amounts of defendants and send lawsuits all around the country in different peoples’
names. There is so much more to say in reference to this. Feel free to write me with
TXHVWLRQV,DPFXUUHQWO\LOOHJDOO\LQFDUFHUDWHGLQWKH3HQQV\OYDQLD'HSDUWPHQWRI
&RUUHFWLRQVRQD\HDUVHQWHQFHXQGHUWKHFKDUJHZLUHWDSSLQJEHOLHYing I am the only person incarcerated in the United States for recording a telephone
conversation. This is in retaliation for who I am. If you Google me, you will see my
FUHGHQWLDOV.HHSÀJKWLQJFRPUDGHV
Jonathan Lee Riches
KX9662
SCI Benner
301 Institution Dr.
%HOOHIRQWH3$

Pikeville, TN

May 2014

O

n 5-26-14 Memorial day, at approximately 2:30pm, C.O. Mcbride came
around in a segregated housing unit and informed everybody that due to
the fact that it was a national holiday, Captain Higdon said there were to
be no showers. Keep in mind that we are only allotted three showers per week,
RQ0RQGD\V:HGQHVGD\VDQG)ULGD\V0HPRULDO'D\IHOORQD0RQGD\:KDW
that means is, if we were denied a shower we would not get one until the followLQJ:HGQHVGD\7KDWZRXOGFRQVLVWRI¿YHGD\VZLWKRXWDVKRZHU7KHUHZDVDQ
immediate uprising. We kicked doors, screamed, raised hell, even one guy started
yelling “If you want to treat us like animals, we’ll act like animals.” This went on
for two hours. Mcbride then came around and told everyone “You’re going to get
your showers since you want to cry about it.”
Now, I say to you, TDOC inmates, if one pod, with approximately 65 inmates can
accomplish just getting shower time, think what we could accomplish if the entire
population stood up and had a “sit down.” I think we could get the menu changed,
we might even get our cigarettes back. Remember, start threatening their security
and somebody will have to take notice.
2QDQRWKHUQRWH,¿OHGD86&FLYLOOLWLJDWLRQVXLWDJDLQVW:DUGHQ(ULF
Qualls, Assistant Warden Darren Settles, and Chaplain Gregory Williams for the
following reason:
On 1-15-14 I requested, in writing, to be allowed to participate in the Beltane feast
to be held on May 1st, 2014. I was told the matter was under review. On 4-5-14,
&KDSODLQ*UHJRU\:LOOLDPVVDLGWKH:DUGHQKDVDSSURYHGWKH:LFFDQ)HDVWDQGLW
is scheduled to be held on 5-7-14. On 5-7-14 Chaplain Williams had C.O. Karen
Krogman inform me that the matter was again under review. (Keep in mind that
these feasts have already been approved by TDOC.) And the retaliation has already
begun, with the help of the following BCCX employees:
C.O. Mcbride, C.O.B. Crittenden, CPI Hale, CCO Hoy King, Sgt. Apol Hubbard,
Dr. Turpstra- employed by Corizon.
Dr. Turpstra denied and stopped all chronic care and KOP monthly’s, except for Excedrin (I have bleeding ulcers). A plot, me thinketh. Sgt. April Hubbard is denying
grievances, because she has no control over institutional staff and what they do (she’s
the grievance board Sgt.). C.O. Mcbride is denying me access to forms of any kind.
C.O.B. Crittenden refuses to put me on the sick call roster and denies me access to
forms. Every time I leave my cell, C.P.I. Hale tightens the handcuffs and shackles
so tight it cuts off my circulation and my hands turn purple. And CCO Hoy King
(over at the library) is denying access to the courts by ignoring all requests made.
Then you take Unit Manager James Sullivan- he’s refusing to take me off of P.C.
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despite my repeated requests. MCCX forced me into P.C. and now I’m being ignored on all fronts. So if there’s anything anyone can do, phone calls made irately,
newspapers, activists, etc., please do so. This is a nationwide request. The phone
number for this prison is: 423-881-3251, the fax number is 423-881-4226.
I also plan on alerting any and all placard holders and activists to join me on a march
RQ7'2&LQ1DVKYLOOH71WKLVWLPHQH[W\HDU,ÀDWWHQP\VHQWHQFHLQ-DQXDU\)HEruary of 2015 and as soon as I’m able, I plan on doing this, hosting a rally statewide.
To other political prisoners: keep up the struggle. When we win, we win big. Every win is a big win!
In solidarity,
Karma Grace #207722
1045 Horsehead Rd.
Pikeville, TN 37367

Menard Hunger Strikers Endure Beating,
Threats by Nurses but Vow, ‘We Will Not Let
Them Break Us’
January 2014

T

he following information is drawn from letters received from prisoners in
Administrative Detention at Menard Correctional Center in Menard, Illinois,
and compiled on Jan. 25 by Attorney Alice Lynd.

´,DORQJZLWKDSSUR[LPDWHO\RWKHUFDSWLYHVÀOHGRXULQGLYLGXDOJULHYDQFHVDQG
declared a hunger strike this 15th day of January 2014. The number may be higher,”
writes one of the hunger strikers.
“As you know, today we declared a hunger strike – a peaceful hunger strike – due to
WKHFRQGLWLRQVRIFRQÀQHPHQWZHDUHEHLQJVXEMHFWHGWRµ´7KHUHDUHRQO\DERXW
to 28 inmates on the high security unit and most of us are on hunger strike. The rest
are too fearful to do it because we’ve been told they’ll never let us out of Administrative Detention if we complain too much.” “We are all staying on hunger strike until
something is done about our conditions.”
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Staff response on Jan. 15, when the hunger strike began:
“Upon us declaring a hunger strike, the staff members came to us and told us they
were going to strip us off of our clothes and all of our property, to which we responded and told them they are only supposed to take our food and toothpaste. We
ZHUHWROGWKDWWKH\¶GRZKDWWKH\ZDQWWRGRZLWKXV·µ´3ULVRQVWDIIFDPHRQORFDWLRQ
OLNHVWRUPWURRSHUVDWDSSUR[LPDWHO\DP7KHLUWDFWLFZDVLQWLPLGDWLRQ7KHLUÀUVW
order was to cuff up, stating that they were taking all of our property out the cell –
including legal documents. So there was a standoff, because they are only allowed to
remove food items during hunger strikes.” “We are all staying on hunger strike until
something is done about our conditions.”
The beating of Armando Velasquez:
“During the standoff, two prisoners cuffed up and were escorted to see the med. tech.
ZKLOHRIÀFHUVVWULSSHGWKHLUFHOOVRXW²79VHYHU\WKLQJ2QHRIWKHWZRSULVRQHUV
who came out [of] their cells [was] Armando Velasquez. Cells at Menard, designed
IRURQHEXWRIWHQKRXVLQJWZRPHQDUHOHVVWKDQÀYHIHHWZLGHZLWKPRVWRIWKDW
ZLGWKEHLQJWDNHXSE\WKHEXQNVµ´+HFRPSOLHGFDPHRXWRIKLVFHOOZDVWDNHQ
to a blind spot where there are no cameras and beaten up.” “Velasquez related to us
DQGWKHOLHXWHQDQWRQWKHZLQJWKDWZKLOHHVFRUWLQJKLPEDFNXSWKHVWDLUV«RIÀFHUV
slammed him down on the stairs and began kicking him. I and several others witQHVVHG9HODVTXH]XSRQFRPLQJXSRQWKHZLQJEHVODPPHGIDFHÀUVWLQWRWKHSOH[Lglass – should be on camera.” “Upon bringing him back to his cell, they slammed
KLPIDFHÀUVWLQWRWKHGRRUDQG\DQNHGKLVDUPVXSEHKLQGKLVKHDG«7KHQWKH\
threw him in his cell, stripped out of all property and removed the cuffs. Everyone on
the wing began hollering and banging because … Armando was in desperate need of
medical attention.” “There are cameras on the wing that seen what happened on the
way back to his cell.” “When one of the inmates was being returned, I could hear him
VFUHDPLQJMXVWRIIRXUZLQJQH[WWRWKHVWDLUV,WKHQZDWFKHG>RIÀFHUV@GUDJJLQJDQ
LQPDWH$UPDQGR9HODVTXH]EDFNWRKLVFHOO+LVKDQGVZHUHFXIIHGEHKLQGKLVEDFN
DQGKHZDVWKURZQLQWRKLVFHOOIDFHÀUVW7KHRIÀFHUVWKHQVWDWHG¶:KR·VQH[W"·µ
“We could hear him screaming to stop hitting him. Before putting this inmate back
in the cell, he was again assaulted and thrown in the cell. The staff members were
laughing and said to us out loud, ‘Who’s next?’ We all then refused to come out of
our cells in fear of being assaulted.” “I then told them there was no reason to do that
WRXV2QHRIWKHVWDIIPHPEHUVWKHQVDLGWRPH¶7KLVLVZKDWKDSSHQVWRSHRSOHWKDW
go on hunger strikes.’ ‘Are you ready to end your hunger strike now?’ I told him no
and to do what they’re going to do. We all then refused to come out again.” “Finally
a major came back up and told me … they’re only supposed to shake us down to
make sure there is no food in our cells. I explained what just happened to Armando,
DQGKHDFWHGVXUSULVHG+HFDOOHGPHGLFDOVWDIIWRFRPHJLYH$UPDQGRPHGLFDOFDUH
DQGSURPLVHG«WKDWWKHVWDIIZKRGLGLWZRXOGEHGHDOWZLWKµ´$OLHXWHQDQWRIÀFHU
then came up here to see what was going on and we told him his staff had assaulted
RQHRIXV+HWKHQZDONHGWRWKLVLQPDWH·VFHOODQGVDZWKDWKHZDVLQMXUHGDQGKDG
staff take him out of his cell and said they were taking him to health care. This was
in the morning and it is now 10:00 p.m. and he has not come back.” “After placing
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Velasquez back into the cage he informed the lieutenant and sergeant that he was
DVVDXOWHGDQGWKDWKLVVKRXOGHURUDUPZDVRXWRIVRFNHWµ´7KHVHUJHDQWKDGRIÀFHUV
HVFRUW0U9HODVTXH]WRWKHKHDOWKFDUHXQLW+HKDV\HWWRUHWXUQ$OOKLVSURSHUW\
was packed up and we were told he was being kept in the health care unit. We do
not know the full extent of his injury.” “After moving Velasquez to health care …
a lieutenant assumed control and explained to us that only our food items would be
removed from our cells. We stood down and were escorted to see the med. tech. per
protocol.” “They put all movement on hold and then came back and gave all their
property back to the guys who they took from who were on hunger strike.”
Medical:
“We all now fear for him because Menard is known for beating inmates up and taking them to the health care unit and beating them up some more due to this unit havLQJEOLQGVSRWVµ´7KHUHDUHQRFDPHUDVLQWKH+HDOWK&DUHXQLW«,ZDVDVVDXOWHG
there myself.” “The staff and nurses are telling us that once we are in the hospital
they will make our lives miserable and maybe someone will die. The nurses threaten
our lives every time they come by our cells.” “They are already threatening to force
feed us and not be kind when they do it.” “The nurses that are supposed to check on
XVZKLOHRQKXQJHUVWULNHDUHWHOOLQJXV¶<RXJX\VFRXOGGLHRQWKLVDQGLWZRQ·WKHOS
you.’” “We are being told we will be force fed and that they don’t need or care about
DQ\FRXUWRUGHUVµ´7KH\ZLOOKDYHER[HVUHDG\IRUXVIRUZKHQZHGLHµ´2QHQXUVH
told one inmate, and excuse my language but these are her own words, ‘I can’t wait
till you come to health care messed up; and when you shit on yourself, I’m going to
let it dry and then when I have to clean it off you I’ll scrub the skin off your balls.’
She then told me and others that since we are making them work with this hunger
strike, they have boxes waiting for us in health care.”
Concluding messages from prisoners:
“I am now going on my sixth day on hunger strike in Menard C.C. and wanted to let
you know that me along with at least 15 inmates in the high security unit are planning
RQJRLQJDVORQJDVZHFDQRUXQWLORXULVVXHVDUHÀ[HGµ´5HJDUGOHVVRIZKDWWKH\
say, we will not let them break us. We will go all the way. They also mentioned that
this hunger strike was in the media. I believe this is stopping them from beating all of
XVXS,WKDQN\RXDQG,DPJUDWHIXOIRU\RXUVXSSRUWµ´3OHDVHFDOODQGLQTXLUHVSHFLÀFDOO\DERXWWKHZHOIDUHRI$UPDQGR9HODVTXH]0µ´3OHDVHFDOORXWKHUHWR
LQTXLUHDERXWKLVZHOOEHLQJµ´3OHDVHOHWLWEHNQRZQZKDWKDSSHQHGWRGD\0D\EH
your phone calls prevented more serious injuries or even saved lives. If we have any
supporters, please urge them to contact us and stand with us.” “I would like you to
call this institution and speak directly to the warden on this inmate’s behalf as well as
the rest of the inmates in Administrative Detention.” “I would really appreciate it if
you can call down here when you receive this letter to see if he’s alright and also put
the word out about what occurred today. We will continue to stay on hunger strike
and we are very, very thankful for your support.”

Page 30

Ohio

April 2014

2Q$SULO,SXW$WWRUQH\5LFKDUG.HUJHU·VSKRQHQXPEHURQP\SKRQHOLVW1H[WDWWHPSWWRFDOOP\3,1ZDVVXVSHQGHGORFNLQJPHRXWRIWKHSKRQHV\VWHPHQWLUHO\
>6HDQPLJKWQRWUHDOL]HLWEXWWKH2'5&KDVDOVRUHVWULFWHG6HDQIURPUHFHLYLQJ-SD\
HPDLOV@:KHQ,QRWLÀHG*OREDO7HO/LQN,UHFHLYHGDUHVSRQVHWKDWP\3,1LVVXVSHQGHGSHU´RSHUDWLRQVVXSSRUWFHQWHUFKLHILQVSHFWRU·VRIÀFHµ7KHFKLHILQVSHFWRU
LV*DU\&URIW+LVMRELVWRDQVZHUJULHYDQFHDSSHDOVQRWKDUDVVP\FRPPXQLFDWLRQ
I’ve had to sue this goofball three times and while the last lawsuit was pending, he
ZDVQDPHGWRWKHSDUROHERDUGWRJLYHPHÀYH\HDUVWKHQZHQWEDFNWRFKLHILQVSHFWRU1RZKHKDVFXWRIIP\RXWVLGHFRPPXQLFDWLRQMXVWZKHQ,JRWDQDWWRUQH\DQG
FDQVXHWKHPVXFFHVVIXOO\7KH&KLHI,QVSHFWRUFDQEHUHDFKHGDW  
I ate my last meal, dinner April 8th. I’m not hungerstriking, as I don’t want [to be]
stuck in a strip cell and fucked around. But, the world knows I’m not eating and I
ZRQ·WEH,·OOEHÁXVKLQJP\IRRGXQWLOP\FRPPXQLFDWLRQLVUHVXPHGDQGWKHFDOO,
missed this past weekend is provided to me.
The more people who contact Gestapo Gary and demand he stop fuckweaseling me,
WKHEHWWHU3OHDVHIHHOIUHHWRSRVWDQGUHSRVWHYHU\ZKHUH0\FRQFHUQLVWKDWWKHIDVcists, who haven’t done such a whizbang job running the prisons now want to control
ZKDW\RXUHDGDQGKHDUDQGNQRZ1RWKLQJWKH\´UHJXODWLQJµE\VWRPSLQJRQZHOO
established political speech in a public forum is related in any way to a legitimate
penological interest. They want to exterminate ideas, free thought.
I don’t think they’ve thought this through… But I have… So stay tuned.
Freedom or Death,
Sean Swain
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Solidarity: Working
Across The Bars
Mass. Anti-Shackling Bill Signed into Law
May 2014
by Joe Mirkin

L

DVWZHHN*RYHUQRU'HYDO3DWULFNVLJQHGDQDQWLVKDFNOLQJELOOLQWRODZPDNLQJ
Massachusetts the 21st state to abolish the harmful and brutal practice of restraining incarcerated women who are pregnant, in labor, or in the post partum period.

7KHELOO6´$Q$FWWR3UHYHQW6KDFNOLQJDQG3URPRWH6DIH3UHJQDQFLHVIRU)Hmale Inmates, also takes great strides towards establishing a “minimum level of care
that must be afforded to pregnant inmates in county correctional facilities.”
While previous anti-shackling rules only applied to state prisons, the new law covers
all corrections facilities in Massachusetts.
:HVWURQJO\DJUHHZLWK0DULDQQH%XOORFNRIWKH3ULVRQ%LUWK3URMHFWZKHQVKHVDLG
“The next step is ensuring that this law is enforced.” We will continue, alongside
fellow members of the Massachusetts Anti-Shackling Coalition, to advocate against
DQ\FRQWLQXDWLRQRIWKHSUDFWLFHIROORZLQJWKHSDVVDJHRIWKLVODZ2XUWKDQNVDQG
congratulations go out to all coalition members!
Members of the Massachusetts Anti-Shackling Coalition Include:
ACLU of Massachusetts, American Friends Service Committee of Western MA,
%ODFNDQG3LQN%RVWRQ$UHD5DSH&ULVLV&HQWHU%RVWRQ)HPLQLVWVIRU/LEHUDWLRQ
&DVD0\UQD&LYLO/LEHUWLHVDQG3XEOLF3ROLF\&RDOLWLRQIRU(IIHFWLYH3XEOLF6DIHW\
'LVPDV+RXVH³:RUFHVWHU)DPLOLHVIRU-XVWLFHDV+HDOLQJ+DUYDUG3ULVRQ/HJDO$VVLVWDQFH3URMHFW+HDOWK&DUHIRU$OO+HDOWK/DZ$GYRFDWHV+ROODEDFN%RVWRQ-DQH
Doe Inc—the MA Coalition Against Sexual Assault and Domestic Violence, Jewish
$OOLDQFHRQ/DZDQG6RFLDO$FWLRQ-5,+HDOWK7KH/DZ2IÀFHVRI+RZDUG)ULHGPDQ7KH 0DVVDFKXVHWWV &KDSWHU RI WKH 1DWLRQDO 2UJDQL]DWLRQ IRU:RPHQ 0RXQW
+RO\RNH6WXGHQWV$JDLQVW0DVV,QFDUFHUDWLRQ1$5$/3UR&KRLFH0DVVDFKXVHWWV
1DWLRQDO /DZ\HUV *XLOG 0DVVDFKXVHWWV &KDSWHU 2XW 1RZ³6SULQJÀHOG 3ODQQHG
3DUHQWKRRG/HDJXHRI0DVVDFKXVHWWV3UHWULDO:RUNLQJ*URXS3ULVRQ%LUWK3URMHFW
3ULVRQHUV·$VVLVWDQFH3URMHFWDW186/3ULVRQHUV·/HJDO6HUYLFHV3ULVRQ3ROLF\,QLWLDWLYH5HDO&RVWRI3ULVRQV3URMHFW5HOLJLRXV&RDOLWLRQIRU5HSURGXFWLYH&KRLFH
6WHUQ6KDSLUR:HLVVEHUJDQG*DULQ//3$QG6WLOO:H5LVH8QLWDULDQ8QLYHUVDOLVW
8UEDQ0LQLVWU\7KH:RPHQ·V%DU$VVRFLDWLRQRI0DVVDFKXVHWWV:RUFHVWHU+RPHless Action Committee.
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Modern Prison Resistance: Figuring Out
“The Man”
May 2014

T

ZRKXQGUHGDQGWZHQW\ÀYH  \HDUVRI$PHULFDQFRUUHFWLRQVKDVDIIRUGHG
the great oppressor, the prison industrial complex, a vast education in how
to suppress free speech and quell prison insurrection and resistance. The
disciplinary regulations, which are pretty much cookie-cutter consistent from state
to state, are designed to make it near impossible to organize in prison or to engage
in acts of civil disobedience as a method of shedding light on prison abuse and systematic failure: failure which diminishes public safety and promotes the core separaWLRQVZKLFKFDSLWDOLVPUHTXLUHV,QRUGHUWR´ÀJKWWKHPDFKLQHµWRGD\WRHQJDJHLQ
PRGHUQSULVRQUHVLVWDQFHWKHSULVRQHUPXVWÀJXUHRXW´WKHPDQµMXVWDV´WKHPDQµ
KDVÀJXUHGKLPKHURXW
2XU SKRQH FDOOV DUH PRQLWRUHG RXU PDLO LV UHDG DQG WKH OLPLWV RQ FRQWDFW YLVLtation make it hard to get the facts about the abuse and failure out there without
WKH JXODJ RIÀFLDOV JHWWLQJ D KHDGV XS :H UHDFK RXW WR SROLWLFLDQV KXPDQ ULJKWV
advocates, and oversight groups and many times the warden and his/her henchmen will get the mess, whatever mess we are exposing, cleaned up before it can
EHDGGUHVVHG2XUOHWWHUVDUHWRVVHGLQWKHWUDVKRXUYLVLWVWDNHQDZD\DVDSXQishment, and our phone “privileges” suspended for any contrived reason the
warden may create. What is needed is a more powerful avenue for free expression: for free speech. What is needed is the prisoner directed advocacy group.
What we have begun here in Massachusetts is to form advocacy groups which present the real voice of the prisoner, of the oppressed. The one who is oppressed is truly
the only one who has standing to complain about the systematic failures as well as
WRDVNIRUZKDWUHPHGLHVZHNQRZDUHQHHGHG1RZWKRVHGLVFLSOLQDU\UHJXODWLRQV
that I mentioned earlier do not allow us to form such advocacy groups in prison. In
fact, they are fully designed to crush any such unity or free expression. Due to this
IDFWRXUPRGHUQDSSURDFKLVWRÀQGWKHULJKWSHRSOHWRIRUPWKHJURXSVRXWVLGHRI
the prison wall, vowing to present an agenda fully developed by informal prisoner
steering committees. We have already made great inroads in this modern effort. Men
here in Massachusetts have found loyal advocates who have formed now what we
are seeing as formidable advocacy groups that will represent what the prisoner sees
DVRXUQHHGV&85($50,QFDQG%5($' :$7(535,621(56,QFKDYH
ERWKÀOHG$UWLFOHVRI2UJDQL]DWLRQSDSHUVZLWKWKH6HFUHWDU\RIWKH&RPPRQZHDOWK·V
RIÀFH 7KHLU ÀUVW SXEOLF HYHQW ZDV KHOG LQ 6HSWHPEHU RI  ZKHQ WKH\ KHOG D
MRLQWSURWHVWRXWVLGHRIWKH0DVVDFKXVHWWV'HSDUWPHQWRI&RUUHFWLRQV+HDGTXDUWHUV
7KLV\HDUWKH\SDUWLFLSDWHGLQWKH´-REV1RW-DLOVµ5DOO\LQ%RVWRQ&RPPRQDQGDUH
currently planning their next protest to be held outside a Massachusetts state prison.
These two groups represent the most underutilized resource in the resistance movement: the prisoner himself/herself. We are the experts on the failures.
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Guard upon prisoner abuse, inadequate prison medical care, the aging prisoner population, the failed commutation and parole systems, and the high cost of producing/
high recidivism rates corrections failures are at the forefront of the protest movement. These groups educate and organize, all on the instructions of prisoners. They
work to tell the real story about the failed prison system here in the commonwealth
DVZHOODVGHPDQGWKDWWKHUHKDELOLWDWLRQPDQGDWHKHUHLQWKHVWDWHEHPHW3ULVRQHUV
in the state of Massachusetts have a legally mandated right to be rehabilitated as well
as a constitutionally protected free speech right to demand it!
In order to move into the future of modern resistance we must form such prisoner
directed groups nationwide. They must use all the modern electronic media and
communication modes. They must draw attention through protests and other acts of
civil disobedience. The public must be educated to the fact that failed corrections
promotes crime. Massachusetts corrections literally takes a billion dollars a year to
sustain crime and recidivism. It is unacceptable to CURE-ARM and BREAD &
WATER, and should be unacceptable to you. The groups that have “claimed” to
represent prisoners, state-funded and compromised groups, must be banished to the
dungeon of the oppressor, while the prisoner-guided group moves to the head of the
VSHDULQWKHÀJKWIRUKXPDQGLJQLW\FRPSDVVLRQDWHXQGHUVWDQGLQJDQGMXVWLFHWHPpered with mercy.
3OHDVHFRQWDFWXVDQGOHWXVNQRZZKDW\RXWKLQN\RXFDQGRWRJHWLQYROYHGLQWKLV
modern resistance movement.
CURE-ARM, Inc.
c/o Mrs. Donna Barnoski
32%R[
Billerica, MA 01821
WPXLVH#JPDLOFRP
http://www.facebook.com/curearminc
%5($' :$7(535,621(56,QF
c/o Ms. Karen L. Schulman
32%R[
+RSHGDOH0$
./6FKXOPDQ#YHUL]RQQHW
7LPRWK\-0XLVH:
MCI Shirley
32%R[
Shirley, MA 01464
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Commentary and Calls to Action
From Access Secure Pak’s Gift Package Program
to all Prison Commissaries Operated by Keefe:
Boycott! Boycott! Boycott!
April 2014

T

KLVLVDUHPLQGHUWKDWLIZHFROOHFWLYHO\VWUXJJOHDJDLQVWWKH3ULVRQ,QGXVWULDO
Slave Complex from inside the Belly, we can win!

I put out a Call to Action during the summer of 2013 to the prisoner-class which
ZDVSXEOLVKHGLQ3ULVRQ$FWLRQ1HZV7KLVFDOOWRDFWLRQLQVSLUHGE\WKH&DOLIRUQLD
prisoner hunger strikers and those comrades who organized the Agreement To End
$OO+RVWLOLWLHVZDVPHDQWWRHQFRXUDJHWKRVHRIXVZKRFRQVLVWRIWKHSULVRQHUFODVV
to actively and aggressively organize a boycott and letter-writing campaign against
$FFHVV6HFXUH3DN·V DVXEVLGLDU\RI.HHIH HJUHJLRXVSULFHJRXJLQJWDFWLFVEHLQJ
perpetrated upon us through its quarterly “gift package” program which is designed
WRDFFRPSOLVKRQHJRDOPD[LPL]HSURÀWVE\H[SORLWLQJSULVRQHUVDQGRXUIDPLOLHV
I am putting the prisoner-class on notice that this boycott and letter-writing campaign is being expanded to include all commissaries in all prisons owned and operDWHGE\WKHSULYDWHFRUSRUDWHYHQGRU´.HHIH&RPPLVVDU\1HWZRUN6DOHVµZKLFKKDV
been allowed to monopolize all prison commissaries here in the Commonwealth of
Virginia and many other localities throughout this Imperialist Empire.
Keefe is a virus which, if left unchecked, will slowly spread while feasting on the
prisoner-class and our families. Its belly is bloated with the funds they secure through
blatant price-gouging tactics; funds that we voluntarily give them that we’ve earned
from our slave-wage jobs; and funds they gain from our families- many of whom are
working-class and poor families that barely survive on minimum wages.
If the prisoner-class at large feels no motivation to struggle against private corporate
interests operating inside these prisons, consider this: private corporations like Keefe,
*OREDO7HO/LQN *7/ DQG&RUL]RQLQYHVWDSRUWLRQRIWKHPRQH\WKH\JDLQIURPXV
to hire lobbyists and make political campaign contributions to politicians’ political
DFWLRQFRPPLWWHHV 3$& 7KHVH´KLUHGµSROLWLFLDQV DWWKHXUJLQJRIWKHOREE\LVWV
ZRUNLQJIRUWKHFRUSRUDWLRQV WKHQLQWURGXFHOHJLVODWLRQWRFRQJUHVVZKLFKLISDVVHG
DQGPDQ\RIWKHPDUH ZLOOUHVXOWLQPXFKORQJHUSULVRQWHUPVDQGDQLQFUHDVHLQ
the overall prison population. The longer prisoners stay in bondage, the more money
these monopoly corporations like Keefe, GTL, and Corizon stand to gain.
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Thus, the more money we of the prisoner-class spend with Keefe, the more we unwittingly pay and invest in our own incarceration. We need to research the laws of
our respective states to learn how we collectively can lodge Federal Anti-Trust and
&RQVXPHU3URWHFWLRQFRPSODLQWVDJDLQVW.HHIH,V.HHIHSULFHJRXJLQJWKHKHOORXW
of us? Is the quality of products Keefe sells of poor or defective quality? Then we
must organize across racial, organizational, political, and gender/sexual lines to oppose and boycott Keefe. Buy only essential items from Keefe’s commissary such as
K\JLHQHDQGVWDWLRQDU\'RQ·WRUGHUD´JLIWSDFNDJHµ2UJDQL]HOHWWHUZULWLQJFDPSDLJQVDJDLQVW.HHIHORFDWHGDW32%R[6W/RXLV02DQGSXWWKHP
on notice that we are boycotting their price-gouging tactics and that the boycott will
be ongoing until they dramatically lower their prices and start selling products that
are of “like grade and quality” as products sold out in the general public. File complaints against Keefe with the Better Business Bureau at 1 Metropolitan Square, St.
/RXLV02DQGZLWKWKH&RQVXPHU3URWHFWLRQ'LYLVLRQDW32%R[-HIIHUVRQ&LW\027RJHWKHUZHFDQ:,1$//32:(5727+(3(23/(
$1'727+(35,621(5&/$66

~The Rue~

Chowchilla, CA

June 2014

I
June 2014

T

he biggest and most crucial hindrance in establishing any prison movement
is the lack of unity and solidarity among our own ranks. We are essentially a
EURNHQDQGGLYLGHGSHRSOH:HDUHVREXV\ÀJKWLQJDPRQJRXUVHOYHVZHIRUget who the real enemy is. A United Front does not require that we must hold hands
and sing, but it does require that we become less one-dimensional so that we can see
SDVWUDFHRULHQWDWLRQDIÀOLDWLRQRUQDWXUHRIFULPH
+RZGRZHEULGJHWKLVGLYLVLRQ":HPXVWVKRZRXUIHOORZSULVRQHUVWKDWZHDUHDOO
in the trenches together; that there is in fact a growing nation-wide movement, and
that things can and will change. I encourage you to start a F.T.S. Chapter and put
together a steering committee to actively put campaigns and projects together to help
create an environment that fosters empowerment and solidarity. The Chapter can
HQFRXUDJH¶QDWLRQFRPPXQLW\·OHDGHUVWRVWDQGÀUPLQWKHLUGXW\WRWU\WRUHVROYHWKH
differences they have with opposition groups. This can involve dialogue to quash old
ULYDOULHVRUWRFDOOIRUDFHDVHÀUH
The next step would be to ‘solidify the solidarity.’ This is to strengthen the ties
EHWZHHQ HDFK RWKHU  2UJDQL]H D ´PXOWLDVVRFLDWLRQµ ZRUNRXW VHVVLRQ RU VSRUWLQJ
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United in Struggle – United we Fight The System.

am writing this request to anyone that can assist or help us in the following
area:
We have no type of art-hobby program. That is a right for full privilege state
prisoners. The current Warden Ron Davis makes several false promises about this
hobby program that is a total farce. This prison has a room set aside for an art-hobbyshop room, but they fail to set up a program.

Brian L. Rowe #1131545
Buckingham Correctional Center
32%R[
Dillwyn, VA 23936

F.T.S. - United Front

HYHQW0L[LWXSDELW*HWFUHDWLYH+DYHIXQ2QWKHWKRI6HSWHPEHUHYHU\\HDU
WKHUHLVD1DWLRQZLGH´'D\RI3HDFHDQG6ROLGDULW\µLQUHPHPEUDQFHRIWKH$WWLFD
3ULVRQ8SULVLQJRI7KLVFRXOGEHDJUHDWGD\WRLQLWLDWHGLDORJXHRUVSRUWLQJ
HYHQWV2UJDQL]HDODUJH´6ROLGDULW\6SUHDGµDQGLQYLWHSULVRQHUVWRHDWZLWK\RX
ZKRP\RXZRXOGQRWQRUPDOO\DVVRFLDWH QRVWULQJVDWWDFKHG 0DNHWKHHIIRUWWRVHH
the true person behind the image you have created of them. Get to know them as one
day you may be in the trenches together. Foster camaraderie and friendship. Slowly,
but surely we will build a United Front strong enough to resist the oppression of the
entire system. Make it happen!

Feel free to contact me at my address.
.HQQ\&DOLKDQ)
32%R[
Chowchilla CA 93610

Portage, WI

2

June 2014

h what hell I have been through from the last time. First, sorry if anyone
has not received a response from a letter. Some of my mail gets sent back,
others did not go out.

$IWHUWKH\VWRSSHGP\PHQWDOKHDOWKWUHDWPHQW DVWKH\MXVWGLGDJDLQ LQ2FWREHU
2013, I kicked off protest after protest and was able to get others to join in in max
VHJZKHUH,ZDVXQWLO0D\7KH\KDYHWDNHQHYHU\WKLQJWKH\FDQEHFDXVHWKHUHDUH
QRWDORWRILQPDWHVDVP\VHOIWKDWZLOOÀJKWEDFN<RXJRWOLIHDQGVWLOOFDUHDERXW
WKHWLPH,JRWRYHUÀYHPRUH\HDUVEHFDXVHRIP\SURWHVWVDQGRQO\VWDUWHGRXWZLWK
12. Do not take injustice.
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,·PKDSS\WRZULWHLWKDVWDNHQWKH'2&RYHUWKUHHPRQWKVWRDQVZHUP\ODVWUHTXHVW
IRUWKH'2&WRVWRSJLYLQJYHJDQVPLONDQGWRUHSODFHWKHPLONZLWKYHJDQPLONRU
YHJDQIRRG,SXWWKH'2&LQDUHDOO\EDGSODFHEHFDXVHLIWKH\GRQRWWKH\DUHOHJDO
toast and open the door for me to raise hell. If they do, they have to say I win again
DQGFKDQJH'2&SROLF\DQGWKHYHJDQIRRGPHQX
,EHOLHYHWKH\DUHWU\LQJWRÀQGDZD\WRGRLWMXVWIRUPHEXWHYHQWKDWLVJRLQJWRKHOS
us vegans in court, as they cannot do for one and not for all. So I win even if I have
to go about this the legal way.
)RUWKHRQHVLQ'6VHJWKDQN\RXIRUWDNLQJSDUWLQWKH2EVSURWHVW,QZD\VLWKHOSV
LQZD\VLWGRHVQRW%XWÀJKWLQJEDFNDQ\ZD\\RXNQRZKRZLVJRRG7KHYHU\IHZ
that do have mental health problems as myself I hope you get the treatment we need
DQGWKH'2&VWRSVSOD\LQJJDPHV7KH\JLYHWKHLULQIRUPDQWVHYHU\WKLQJDQGPDNH
us suffer. It should be the other way around. My protest has only just begun. The
lies that are told and put in my medical records will not stop me.
3OHDVHNQRZWKHFRXUWVUXOHGLQ:LVFRQVLQWKDW'2&VWDIIWKDWDUHQRW+68QXUVHV
FDQQRWKDQGRXWPHGVEXW'2&VWLOODOORZVPHQWRUHFHLYHRXUPHGVIURPQRQ+68
VWDII2XUÀJKWLVDORQJRQHEXWSXWLQDOOWKH,&(·VDQGFRPSODLQWV\RXFDQ6ORZly it’s working and staff told me they are looking into ways to change the policies
around this. Do not give up. Keep pushing the problem in every prison not just in
:,,IVWDIIDUHQRW51·VWKH\KDYHQRUHDVRQRUULJKWWRKDQGRXWRXUPHGV7KDWLV
how people get sick and die, from getting the wrong meds. We have a right to be safe.
6RÀJKWEDFNZLWKPH1RPRUHTXLFNÀ[WRVDYHPRQH\DQGSXWDOLIHDWULVN
7KDQN\RXIRU\RXUWLPH0\URRPLVXSIRUQRZ0\ZRUGVHQGEXWQRWP\ÀJKW
:HDUHRQHDQGDVRQHZHÀJKWWRJHWKHU6WRSWKHOLHVDQGÀJKWLQJHDFKRWKHU6WDQG
WRÀJKWDQRWKHUGD\DQGQRWJLYHXS2QHEURNHQLVWRRPDQ\
(GXFDWH\RXUVHOIDOO\RXFDQ8VH\RXUWLPHWRQRWÀJKWEDFNHDFKRWKHU
Animal rights activist,
Manuel C. Salas 504212
CCI
32%R[
3RUWDJH:,
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Wisconsin Prisoners Unite

April 2014

+

ow much more are we going to let the Wisconsin Dept of Corrections take
DZD\IURPXVWRÀOOWKHLUFRIIHUVZKLOHSUH\LQJXSRQRXUIULHQGVRXUIDPLOLHV
DQGRXUVHOYHVZKLOHLJQRULQJWKHLUYHU\RZQUXOHV´:LV$GPLQ&RGH'2&
&DQWHHQ  G ,QVWLWXWLRQV6+$//SHUPLWLQPDWHVWRSXUFKDVHDSSURYHGSURSHUW\
QRWFDUULHGLQWKHFDQWHHQ7KHSURFHGXUHV6+$//SHUPLWSXUFKDVHVIURPDVXIÀcient number of enterprises to ensure a reasonable selection and a competitive price.”
,QWKHODVWWKUHH\HDUVWKH'2&KDVLJQRUHGWKLVDGPLQLVWUDWLYHUXOHWRSUH\PRQHWDULly, on anyone ordering our personal property or canteen. This has been done by:
A. First, limiting our suppliers to four and now two: J.L. Marcus and Union
Supply, whose prices are eerily similar;
B. Eliminating our institutional canteen to go to Keefe Canteen Services;
C. Allowing the three above to collude to charge prices 10-30% above reguODUFDWDORJSULFHVLQFOXGLQJIRUDQHPERVVHGHQYHORSH
7KHVHFKDQJHVZHUHPDGHEHFDXVHWKH'2&LVUHFHLYLQJNLFNEDFNVIURPWKHVHFRPpanies to operate in Wisconsin and we have no choice but to buy from them because
QRRWKHUVDUHDFFHSWDEOHLQFOXGLQJWKH863RVWDO6HUYLFH
)XUWKHUWRHQVXUHRXUÀQDQFLDOVXSSRUWRIWKH'2&WKH\KDYHLQYHQWHGYROXPHOLPits of two boxes 18”x18”x18” for personal property, not electronics, and one box
µ[µ[µIRUKREELHV+RZGRHVWKLVVXSSRUWWKH'2&"(DV\,IRQHKDVWKH
property allowed and orders canteen, two boxes are not big enough. Then, on a ranGRPFHOOVHDUFKLIDQRIÀFHUGHFLGHV\RXKDYHWKHSURSHUW\DERYHWKHYROXPHOLPLWV
LWFDQEHFRQÀVFDWHGDVFRQWUDEDQGHYHQLIFRQVXPDEOH
1RZZLWK&ROXPELD&RUUHFWLRQDO,QVWLWXWLRQLQWKHOHDGWKH\DUHSODQQLQJWKHVDPHEDFN
GRRUDWWDFNRQRXUKREE\SURJUDPVRWKH\FDQRQFHDJDLQSURÀW3ODQVDUHLQWKHPDNLQJDQG
FORVHWRÀQDOL]DWLRQWROLPLWZKDWVXSSOLHUVIURPZKLFKZHFDQRUGHURXUKREE\SURGXFWV
I, personally, have a problem with this for a number of reasons, including:
1.It eliminates my choice of who and where I want to spend my money;
2.My supplier is a small business who will now probably lose many customers beFDXVHRIWKHJUHHGRIWKH'2&
3.This policy takes advantage of the poor by charging 10-30% more because of the
'2&·VQHHGWROLQHLWVSRFNHWV
,W·VWLPHZHÀJKWEDFN:ULWHOHWWHUVJHW\RXUIDPLOLHVWRZULWHFDOORUVHQGHPDLOV
WR WKH:LV 'HSW RI &RUUHFWLRQV 32 %R[  0DGLVRQ:,  3KRQH
 $VSULVRQHUVZHFDQQRWGRLWDORQHEHFDXVHZHDUHSULVRQHUVDQGQRW
ZRUWKWKHLUWLPH$VORQJDVZHFRQWLQXHWRÀJKWHDFKRWKHUWKH'2&ZLOOFRQWLQXH
to take things away. Get involved!
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